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NO PEACE FROM PACT 


ANTIDOTE 


This picture shows 
one of the 
" Ostrich" ARP 
posters which the 
Peterborough 
group of the 
Peace Pledge 
Union has been 
displaying on the 
hoardings 
as the official 
ARP posters. 
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Conscription : 


OXFORD 
SAYS “NO” 


From Our Own Correspondent 


HE Oxford Union—which 
gained headlines for its re- 
fusal to fight for king and 
country a few years ago—last 
week declared its opposition’ to 
national service and conscription. 
J. R. C. Symonds, moving spirit in the 
foundation of the University Pacifist 
Federation, proposed the _ resolution 
“that this house will reject any appeal 
for national service or conscription from 
the present government.” 

In a speech which combined 
sincerity and wit, he drew attention 
to the Government’s attempts to incor- 
porate the whole nation in the war 
machine, especially by means of air 
raid precautions—the' futility of 
which he effectively exposed. 


THOUSANDS WOULD 
REFUSE 

“For me,” he said, “the issue is no 
academic one. I have signed a pledge 
never to take part in or sanction another 
war. 

“So have a hundred thousand others. 
A great many of them would refuse to 
cooperate in any scheme of compulsory 
national service. 

“What is to happen to these men 
under conscription? They are idealists; 
some a little religious; some a little 
political; but mostly just ordinary 
people living an ordinary life of bread 
and cheese and beer. 

“Tf you accept conscription you will 
be disinheriting some of the most 
loyal citizens of the land, and though 
you send them to prison, as they are 
sent to prison in every other country 
in Europe, you will never bend them 
to your will.” 

At the conclusion of this speech an 
amendment was passed that the words 
“From the present government” be 
deleted from the motion. 


MIGHT BE IMMINENT 
The Hon. Hugh Fraser, opposing the 
motion, said that conscription was not a 
military necessity, but we must be pre- 
Pared to defend our country. 

L. §S. Schultz, Secretary of the 
Oxford University Labour Club, who 
seconded the motion, brought evidence 
to show how imminent conscription 


| 


Essential Points in the 


P.P.U. MANIFESTO 


ff HE Peace Pledge Union, founded by Dick 

Sheppard on the basis of the pledge: 
“We renounce war and will never support 
or sanction another,” makes this appeal to 
all who seek peace within and between the 
nations: 

The pledge to renounce war, involving as 
it does the refusal to allow governments to 
make use of the weapons of violence in sup- 
port of foreign policy, leads inevitably to the 
necessity for a new foreign policy, based on 
economic appeasement and reconciliation. 

The most pressing need is to take imme- 
diate steps which will lead ultimately to the 
establishment of a really serviceable League 
of Nations, 

The new League must be based on pro- 
visions designed to meet the economic 
requirements of the large masses of poverty- 
stricken’ people to be found in varying 
degree among all nations of the earth. The 
satisfaction and security of each and every 
nation must be, and can be, obtained in the 
well-being of all. 

Now is the time when every democrat 
should concentrate upon and call his govern- 
ment to confront the real and pressing 
economic needs of the people of the world. 

The maintenance of imperial interest and 
economic advantage for ourselves literally 
means that we are living at the expense of 
the people of other countries. It also necessi- 
tates domination, which makes peace im- 
possible. 

The Van Zeeland Report has been drawn 
up by a statesman appointed by the govern- 
ments of Britain and France to consider the 
economic and political causes of friction in 
the world. M. Van Zeeland's conclusions 
should be investigated at once. They may be 
modified He provided for that. 

When the causes are faced. a_ solution, 
which could both meet the needs of hungry 
nations, raise the standard of life and secure 
the rights of native peoples, will be found 
possible in other terms than those of war. 

We urge that a new peace treaty should be 
drawn up, this time before another war 
begins, instead of after it when hideous 
consequences must lead to increased hatred, 
increased revenge, and renewed conflict—if, 
indeed civilization survives. 


(Continued from col. 1.) 


might be and drew attention to ihe 

dangers in the present system of air 

raid wardens. 

John Gollan, secretary of the Young 
Communist League, who was visiting the 
Society, was obviously disturbed by the 
amendment. He did not appear to be 
opposed to conscription in principle, but 
claimed that a government which stood for 
democracy and peace against fascist aggres- 
sion would have no difficulty in getting the 
support of the youth of the country. 

A clergyman shocked the house by asking 
it not to pass the resolution for fear of 
financial embarrassment through the anger of 
“outside bulwarks of the Society.” 

In support of the motion L. P. Banfield, 
President of the Oxford University Pacifist 
Association, made a convincing appeal for 
pacifism as the only real alternative to 
militarism and dictatorship. 

“Remember,” he added, “ that modern war- 
fare makes no distinction between the inno- 
cent and the guilty: you may set out to 
fight fascism, but your bombs will kill 
socialists as well as Nazis.” 


WITH ITALY 


ROOT PROBLEMS LEFT 
UNTOUCHED 


‘ ACED with the fact that imperialist rivalry to the British Empire is grow- 
ing, the National Government is making an attempt to come to 
agreements with its rivals for the “ peaceful ” division of the spoils. 


This fact, and the failure of sucha policy to lead to peace, were made 
clear during the debate on the Anglo-Italian Agreement in the House 


of Commons on Monday night. 


It was made even more clear that a British initiative of quite a different kind 


is urgently needed. 


N the Commons debate on the Anglo- 

Italian Agreement, the Under-Secre- 
tary for Foreign Affairs replied to a 
criticism by Mr. Lloyd George that “ it 
did not assure permanent peace.” 

Could that be said of the Treaty of 
Versailles, asked Mr. Butler, who thus 
disposed of Mr. Lloyd George but not of 
the fundamental objection to the 
Government’s policy. 

Can any agreement such as that 
made between Italy and _ ourselves, 
based, as this one is, on the imperialist 
preoccupations of the participants, 
either assure or even contribute to 
world peace? 

That was the question which the 
Government ought to have answered. 


On Other Pages 


Call for “League of Conscien- 
tious Objectors ” is coun 
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Wilfred Wellock ... ABD Raub 
Baptist Assembly and War ... 9 
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That was the question on which the 
Opposition failed to get a _ reply 
because it failed to put it. 

Mr. Chamberlain said that what 
divided the Opposition from his Govern- 
ment was his own willingness and their 
unwillingness to make the best of 
realities which cannot be changed. 


DIVISION OF 
THE SPOILS 


But that was not the real difference 
as the Opposition ought to have shown. 


TOURS. 


Programme. 


HOLIDAY CENTRES 
and 
WALKING TOURS 


P/N. 


By JAMES H. HUDSON, 
PEACE NEWS Lobby Correspondent. 


TO YOUTH, AND ALL 
WHO WISH FOR FRIENDSHIP, 
YOUNG COMPANIONS—ECONOMY WITH COMFORT 


COMETHING ESSENTIALLY DIFFERENT from the accepted version of organised GROUP 
If small parties, perfect organisation, personal freedom, and the opportunity 
of MEETING PEOPLES as well as SEEING PLACES, appeal—then write for our Summer 


All excursions included. No extra charges. 


BELGIUM—FRANCE—-GERMANY—DENMARK—NORWAY—JUGO SLAVIA 
SWITZERLAND—EGYPT AND GREECE. 


INTERNATIONAL YOUTH TOURS LTD. 


YOUTH HOUSE, 250, CAMDEN ROAD, N.W.!. 
Telephone: GULLIVER 


The realities of what is called the 
problem of the Mediterranean and Red 
Sea ought to have been stripped of the 
disguises in which Mr. Chamberlain 
presented them. 

The annexes of the agreement, about 
Ethiopia and the Nile waters, the ring 
round the Yemen and its neighbours, the 
compulsory arming of native peoples, 
the sea-passages at Suez and Aden, the 
rectification of East African frontiers, 
the propaganda in Palestine, &c., were 
dictated less by a desire for the peace 
of the world, than the division of the 
spoils between two powerful empires. 

Indeed, the agreement is nakedly an 
imperialist pact. If it contributes to 
the easing of the world situation, it 
will be a pleasant, though undeserved, 
reward for the _ efforts of two 
thoroughly cynical governments. 

It is a tragic fact that most of the 
newspaper comments on the Anglo- 
Italian Agreement stress the point that 
Britain has retained much and given 
little of hard material recompense. 

Britain has yielded large concessions 
only in the realms of the intangible. A 
sense of duty to stricken Abyssinia has 
had to give place to what we call our 
“interests” in Africa. Italy gets the 
husks and the kudos; we get the grain. 


WAR PREPARATIONS 
NOT LESSENED 


Even the matter of the rights of the 
religious communities in Abyssinia 
covered by the seventh Annex, seem to 
have no particular significance for the 
British Government. Miss Rathbone 
raised this matter in the debate, but Mr. 
Butler, for the Government, was not 
interested enough to reply. 

As Mr. Lloyd George quite justifiably 

(Continued on page 2, col. 1.) 
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claimed the ellects of the new agree- 
ment can |.¢ measured by the extent to 
which in spite: the agreement. we still 
rely upc our war preparations 


Why sven £2.009.000.099 in the next 
five years of preparation for war if the 
azreement has reduced the peril end 
risk which the Premier said he found 
when he tock offize? 


curiously enough, has 
derived little assurance from the 
material gains. They are mingled with 
too much anxiety about our warlike 
preparations. As Mr. Lloyd George 
said. markets had been more depressed 
than ever in spite of the Press and 
Ministerial reassurances. 


Capitalism. 


LINING-UP 
WITH FRANCE 


Moreover, the agreement has been 
followed at once by the preliminary 
conversations with France, the results 
of which, instead of lessening the 
tension. seera to be leading to military 
commitments by us to France more 
terrible than those of 1911 to 1913, and 
to unparalleled efforts on both sides of 
the Atlantic to provide death-dealing 
instruments against an emergency. 


There can be no real lessening of the 
danger of war until Britain, as well as 
others, shows herself ready and willing 
to give up the special privileges and 
controls by which she safeguards the 
material interests and advantages of her 
financial masters and ruling classes. 


The real yalue of the Government’s 
claim that the agreement could be 
justified as an essential feature of 
general appeasement was seen in an 


interpolation from an unexpected 
quarter. “Is there general appease- 
ment?” Mr. Churchill sardonically 
asked. 

DISASTER UNLESS 

POLICY CHANGED 

_The readers of this paper will 


probably accord the agreement the same 
“sympathetic interest” which the 
President of the United States extended 
to it as ‘‘a proof of the value of peaceful 
negotiations.” 


We can all be devoutly thankful that 
two capitalist nations can share other 
peoples’ property between them with- 
out reducing large numbers of us to 
bloody yulp. 


The world will not avoid the disaster 
which awaits it unless its agreements 
are based’on something better than 
the motives which actuated’ the 
present Anglo-Italian pact. 


At best, it gives us a_ breathing- 
space. even if it gives us that. 


We: mu.t strive meanwhile to per- 
suade our own and other governments 
to face the more fundamentally divisive 


‘ issues dealt with in the Van Zeeland 


Report, 


P.P.U. Sponsors 
Lay Plans for 
the Future 


A’ their first meeting held last week, 
the newly-elected Sponsors decided 
that they must take full responsibility 
for the Peace Pledge Union and meet 
every month. They will, therefore meet 
on the first Thursday of every month, 
with the exception of May and August. 
They have appointed a Management 
Committee consisting of Canon Morris, 
Captain Mumford, Miss _ Elizabeth 
Thorneycroft, James H. Hudson, H. 
Runham Brown, and Max Plowman, 
which will meet every week. It will be 
the business of the Management Com- 
mittee to carry out the decisions of the 
Sponsors and to make recommendations 
to them. (These meetings will be in 
addition to the office meetings already 
arranged, namely the monthly meeting 
of the whole staff and the weekly meet- 
ings of heads of departments). 


LITERATURE 


The Sponsors expressed some concern 
lest they should be held responsible for 
literature which had been circulated 
without their approval, and a particular 
discussion arose in regard to the ARP 
leaflet, A Message to Every Householder. 

Apart from exception taken to certain 
sentences in the leaflet, it seemed to be 
generally felt that it would be better to 
circulate to householders a leaflet on the 
whole question of rearmament, linking 
ARP up with the whole policy of war 
preparation and showing the construc- 
tive alternative policy of the PPU. 

For this reason it was decided to with- 
draw this particular leaflet and prepare 
a new one immediately. It was decided 
that, for the future, no leaflet or publica- 
tion which might be taken to express the 
policy of the PPU in any particular 
direction should be issued without the 
approval of the Sponsors. 


FUTURE ACTIVITY 


A pamphlet by Dr. Alfred Salter on 
the economic situation is being prepared 
for publication, and also one on collec- 
tive security. 

Plans for the Manifesto Campaign are 
to be submitted to the Sponsors at their 
next meeting. 

It is hoped that arrangements for an 
alternative celebration of Armistice Day 
will be arranged similar to that of last 
year. : 

It is also hoped that it may be possible 
to hold three or four meetings in various 
regions for the purpose of conference 
with members in the Provinces rather 
than by way of public meetings. 

As the Rev. James Barr, who was 
elected a Sponsor at the annual general 
meeting, felt unable to serve, Humphrey 
S. Moore, the next on the list, has been 
elected by the Sponsors to take his 
place. 


WOMEN TO MEET IN FRANCE 


An International Conference of Women on 
“Moral Strength in International Relations” 
will be held in Marseilles from May 13 to 16. 
The conference will be addressed by speakers 
from France, Belgium, Czechoslovakia and 
Britain. All interested should apply for 
further information to the honorary secre- 
tary, Women’s Peace Crusade, 55 Gower 
Street, W.C.1. 
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Socialist Case against 


WAR 
“FORWARD” 


Send a postcard for free specimen copy to: 
“Forward” Office, 26, Civic Street, Port Dundas, Glasgow. 
’* London Office : Gray’s Inn Road, London. 


TWOPENCE 


Public Affairs 


LIITHERTO the campaign against 

foreigners—so necessary in a period 
of war preparation—has been mainly 
directed toward their undemocratic 
political ideals.. But recently there has 
been a tendency to revive the idea that 
foreigners are a different species of 
animal from the British. 


The Evening Standard, on Tuesday, 
had a leading article called “The Aliens.” 
After quoting figures of the number of 
Germans in this country, the article 
continues: . 

Germany and other countries in Europe 
produce admirable men and women but 
they are not our breed. It is no reflection 
on them to say that we want to keep the 
herd clean. The breeds do not mix. These 
people differ from us fundamentally in out- 
look and temperament. 

This sweeping biological inaccuracy 
applies, apparently, to all foreigners 
except Americans. 


Axial Celebrations 


"THE entry of Herr Hitler and his 
retinue into Rome must have given 
Hollywood something to think about. It 
is reported that the Italian Government 
has spent over twenty million pounds 
on the preparations for Herr Hitler's 
visit. All the resources of modern 
science have been used in creating this 
fantastic display of megalomania. 

The triumphal marches of the Roman 
Emperors were mere country rambles 
compared with this modern monstrosity 
of extraversion. The remnant of the 
old Empire combined with the first fruits 
of the new to impress on the German 
dictator the fact that Italy is finding for 
herself the “Place in the sun” which is 
the avowed object of both countries. 


One hopes that the dictators will keep 
off the awkward subject of the rival 
merits of Aryan and Latin stock. 


‘Rivalry and Cooperation 


But behind this facade of goose- 
stepping cordiality, there lies seri- 
ous differences between the interests 
of the two countries which it is the 
object of this meeting to clear up. 


There is a_ Significant difference, 
noticeable even in the external 
pageantry, beween this weck’s meet- 
ing and the previous visit of Herr 
Hitler to Venice. 


At the time of the Venice mecting 
Hitler was a junior dictator and Musso- 
lini treated him as such. Throughout 
the meeting and the procession the 
spotlight was on Mussolini, Hitler taking 
an insignificant back seat. 

But today it is Hitler who is in the 
limelight. He was accompanied on his 
triumphal march into Rome not by 
Mussolini, but by King Victor Emmanuel 
who is taken out of cold storage for use 
on such occasions. 


The reason for this diffidence on the 
part of Mussolini is that he knows that 
Herr Hitler holds most of the trump 
cards this time. 


What with the banquets and perform- 
ances of Lohengrin it is difficult to see 
how the dictators will find time to dis- 
cuss the more important matters of 
State; but the fact that Herr Hitler has 
brought with him Dr. Woerman, 
Director of the Political Department of 
the Foreign Office, and Dr. Gaus its legal 
expert shows that he is expecting to 
combine business with pleasure. 


The chief card in the German hand 
is the occupation of Austria, which has 
seriously affected the military position 
on the Brenner Pass and incidentally 
sounded the death bell to the pact o 
Trieste. : 


Italy on the other hand, has the Anglo- 
Italian pact up her sleeve as well as the 
conversations with France. Italy’s main 
point of difference with Germany is 
over the position of the South-Eastern 
European countries which have hitherto 
been largely under Italian influence. 
Austria, Czechoslovakia and Hungary 
are regarded by Germany as stepping 
stones toward the Germanization of the 
Balkans. 

The aspect of the Anglo-Italian 
agreement which will be of most 
‘ interest to Herr Hitler is the clause 
concerning “The settlement of the 

Spanish question.” : 


Both countries Have spent large’ sums 
of money in supporting Franco, and it 


Commentary 


is generally assumed that Germany’s 
share of the booty would consist of 
minerals and a strategic position in the 
Pyrenees, while Italy would gain by in- 
creased strategic power in the Mediter- 
ranean. 


Food Control 


"THE organization of food centrol in 

the event of an “emergency” is well 
in hand, as can be seen from the report 
of the Board of Trade on the subject. 
Rations cards have been printed and 
detailed plans worked out to meet 
different types of emergency which 
might arise. 


_ The essentially significant fact is that 
in the event of a complete blockade we 
should have to live entirely on milk and 
potatoes. 


Our dependence on other countries for 
our food supply grows each year, so that 
we in particular should be concerned 
with the removal of trade barriers 
between ourselves and other countries 
and all other measures of appeasement 
which will tend to place the resources 
of the world at the equal disposal of all 
nations. 


It is a grave mistake to regard Eng- 
land as a self-contained nation which 
can carry on by itself, for our historical 
position as the first imperialist country 
has transformed England from an agri- 
cultural community into a block of 


The story of 
CARL. VON OSSIETZKY, 
the German pacifist who 
dicd on Wednesday, 
appear 
NEXT WEEK 


will 


offices and factories, the workers in 
which must be fed by the agriculture of 
other countries. 


Arms Offer to Government 


FOLLOWING the rejection by the 

Government last year, of his offer to 
make shells for the Government with- 
out profit, Mr. R. R. Stokes, Managing 
Director of Ransomes & Rapier, Ltd., 
has now made another offer on behalf 
of his firm. They are prepared to make 
arms for a profit limited to 10 percent 
over contract cost. 

When his last offer was turned down 
by Sir Thomas Inskip, Mr. Stokes said, 
“We wanted to set some sort of example 
by removing the commercial kick out 
of preparation for war. If there were 
no profits to be made it would alter the 
minds of a great number of industrialists 
and bankers toward those preparations.” 

If applied under effective super- 
vision to all defence contracts, the 

new plan would probably entail a 

saving of many million pounds a year. 

“I anticipate overwhelming support 
from the shareholders,” Mr. Stokes said. 
“As soon as I receive a favourable 
decision I shall approach Sir Thomas 
Inskip.” 

Mr. Stokes said he could not see how 
the Government could possibly reject 
such an offer. In their view, he said, 
if the control of profits had been tackled 
by the Government in collaboration with 
manufacturers, there would have been 
no need to increase either direct or 
indirect taxation this year. 


PEACEMAKING & PALESTINE 


A delegate conference on ‘“ Peace- 
making and Palestine,” organized by 
The Peace Army, will be held in Friends 
House, Euston Road, N.W.1, on June 17. 
Speakers at the conference, which will 
be divided into two sessions (3 p.m. to 
5 p.m. and 5.45 pm. to 8 p.m.), will be 
Professor Brodetsky, head of the Poli- 


tical Department in London of the. 


Jewish Agency; a representative Arab; 
a British administrator; Dr. Maude 
Royden, and Mrs. Joyce Pollard. The 
chair will be taken by the Rev. Henry 
Carter. 

Full particulars will be available soon 
from The Peace Army, 63, Meadway, 
N.W.11. 
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PEACE NEWS 


News From Abroad 


AMERICAN 


“MIGHTY LEAGUE OF 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS” 


Chance for Catholics to Resist 


War Moves 


ara ILL Christians in our country form a mighty league of conscien- 
tious non-combatants ? The organization of such a league deserves 
the serious consideration of all informed Christians who have the 


best interests of America at heart.” 


This was the “very practical question” put to “informed Christians 
who acknowledge the supreme dominion of God” by no less a personage 


than Archbishop John T. 


MecNicholas, in a letter read in all the 


Catholic Churches in the diocese of Cincinnati, U.S.A. 


“There are materialistic capitalists 
and industrialists,” declared the Arch- 
bishop, “thinking only in terms of 
prosperity, who wish war as a means of 
enriching themselves. Communists and 
many radicals would welcome war as a 
means of overthrowing the present 
crder of society. 


MEN WHO PLAN 
DESTRUCTION 


“There are politicians having no 
vision and no knowledge of philosophy 
of politics and of the history of wars, 
who are incapable of taking a long range 
view of things, and who think of another 
war as a means of advancing their 
country and the present capitalistic 
system. 


“Such men do not deserve the name 
of patriots. They are blind and they 
work not for the preservation but the 
destruction of their country. 


“There are many groups enrolled 
under the banner of peace who wish to 
deceive the public. Peace for them 
means war. Measures to promote peace, 
mean subtle deceptive propaganda and 
ensnaring action which will lead to 
war... 


WAR AIMS ARE 
UNATTAINABLE 


“Tf our country and England decide 
on war, then there must be a world war; 
and God only knows the tragic results 
for us and for all people. Chaos, 
anarchy, a thousand forms of social in- 
justice are inevitable. 

“The objectives of war are never 
attained. Another war, especially a 
world war, will let loose upon our 
country thousands of undreamt-of 
evils that will curse generations yet 
unborn. 


“Tt is our obligation to pray for all 
civil authorities that they may stead- 
fastly walk in the path of peace, and 
that they may resist all efforts of 
European and Far Eastern Powers to 
draw them into bloody conflict.” 


CHANCE FOR 
CATHOLICS 


The Archbishop's call was enthusiastically 
welcomed by the Catholic Worker and by Pax 
(a group of Catholic conscientious objectors). 


The appeal came at a time, declared the 
Catholic Worker, “ when ‘liberals’ and com- 
munists are linked together and endeavour- 
ing to associate the Church with fascism and 
war; at a time when Catholics feel that to be 
a conscientious objector is to be unpatriotic, 
un-Catholic—anathema.” 


“ But.” commented the Catholic Herald, 
“the combined influence of the Catholic 
Worker and Pax, great though it be, is not 
sufficient to guarantee ‘a mighty league.’ It 
remains for Catholics of themselves to reply 
generously to the Archbishop's question.” 


“Carry on the Good 
Work” 


“J should like you to know how keen I, and 
the people in our group, are to hear about 
the things which you people are doing in 
England these days,” writes a correspondent 
in Toronto, Canada. 


* All we hear about through the press is 
rearmament, gas-proof shelters, anti-gas 
drills, &c.—ret.a word about pacifist 
activity. = 

“You know, our work here depends a lot on 
what you do, and the inspiration which you 
give, so [ hope that you are still carrying 
on the good work with no abatement.” 


No New Idea 


SPECIMENS dating back to 1845 
have already been obtained for 
a peace stamp exhibition being 
prepared by the Women’s Interna- 
tional League in Philadelphia. 
Sympathizers all over the world 
are asked to send postage stamps 
with a peace motive, envelopes 


carrying peace messages, and 
peace stickers used on envelopes. 
to the Women’s International 
League, 1924. Chestnut Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa., U.S.A. 


STUDENTS’ 
PEACE 
STRIKE 


MERICAN youth is making 
A a Stand against the war 
hysteria that is sweeping 
some sections of the population. 
In Maryland, where 13,000 young 
people were asked for their views re- 
cently, sixty percent declared war to be 
“needless and preventable.” 
In another poll of 23,000 high school 
students. two thirds favoured a referen- 
dum before declaration of war. 


ONE OUT OF 
250 

Typical of the attitude of students was 
the experience of Dr. J. W. Barton, pro- 
fessor of psychology. who asked lecture 
classes of 250 students in Idaho 
University: 

Assuming that the United States declared 
war on Japan on ample grounds how many 
of you would volunteer for service? 

One student, at the back of the room, 
cautiously held up his hand. 

A poll of nine hundred colleges is 
now being undertaken, in which student 
opinion will be ascertained on: Europe, 
the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps. 
Far East, naval expenditure, and the 
fundamental issue involved in the 
Oxford pledge. 

The general anti-war attitude found 
its expression last Wednesday in the 
students’ “strike against war” called by 
the United Student Peace Committee. 
Among the activities of the day was a 
peace convention. organized by students 
at Berea College, Kentucky, on the lines 
of the mock national conventions held 
every four years before the presidential 
elections. 


“STARVE MARS 
OUT” 

Such diverse organizations as the Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation, the Navy 
League, American Student Union, and 
political parties will be represented. 
This year’s strike against war is the fifth 
event of its kind. 

Last year a 
answered the call. 

A leaflet issued in connexion with this 
year’s strike set out the constructive 
pacifist way to “ starve Mars out” as the 
biggest job facing youth today. 


million students 


Joint action to secure recognition of 
the rights of conscience is being dis- 
cussed today at the ninth annual con- 
ference of the American War Resisters’ 
League, which is taking place near New 
York this weekend. 


ARCHBISHOP CALLS FOR A 


In this picture are: Rev. Jean Schorer 
(in hat), a well-known Swiss pacifist ; 
Professor Ude, the subject of a recent 
article in PEACE NEWS; and Rev. J. B. Th. 
Hugenholts (Holland), secretary-treasurer 
of the International Union of Anti-Militarist 
Ministers and Clergymen. 


Ban on Europeans 
to Save 
Ancient Races 


SPEAKING at the annual ‘meeting of 

the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines’ Pro- 
tection Society last week, Dr. W. van 
Waterschoot revealed that the Nether- 
Jands Government had appointed a 
small committee, of which he was a 
member, to devise protective measures 
for the aborigine races, and also to safe- 
guard their culture. 

This committee’s main recommenda- 
tion, he said, was that the interior 
mountain country of Dutch New Guinea 
should be preserved as a_ sanctuary 
where these primitive races should for 
the present be left almost to them- 
selves. 

Lord Moyne, who presided. felt that 
the only way to prevent trouble was by 
a policy of rigid prohibition of European 
contact, including missionaries. Where 
Europeans were excluded, however, it 
was difficult to see how the aborigines 
were to get the medical help and agri- 
cultural advice they needed. 


International Summer School 


An International Summer School, open from 
June 1 to September 1, at St. Georges Court, 
Vigebyholm. Sweden, will provide young 
people of all nationalities with an opportunity 
to learn more about religious, social, and 
cultural conditions in the world today. 

An extensive syllabus has been arranged 
which includes language groups for beginners 
and advanced students, and discussions and 
study groups on subjects ranging from “ The 
Present Situation in Different Countries and 
their History and Culture” to “ Folk Danc- 
ing.” 

The course has been so planned that each 
month’s scheme is complete in itself so that 
students can attend for one, two, or three 
months. 


OPEN.-AIR 


on the Continent. 


ASSOCIATION 


Manchester, 1|4 


SOCIAL HOLIDAYS 


The Co-operative Holidays Associa- 


Devon 
tion is a non-profit making body Ireland 
says . . Isle of Man 
providing open-air and recreative Isle of Wight 
holidays at 41 delightful Holiday Kent 


Guest Houses in Great Britain and 


Charges in Great Britain from 


42/- to 55/- per week 
Send for illustrated booklet to: 


CO-OPERATIVE HOLIDAYS 


Room N, Birch Heys, Fallowfield 


Sure Way to 
Home Rule 


For India 


‘WOULD DELIVER 
THE GOODS ” 
—Mr. Gandhi 


HAT he had recanted his 

views on non-cooperation and 

civil resistance is one of the 
criticisms that have been made of 
Mr. M. K. Gandhi’s articles and 
speeches on the lesson for Congress 
of recent riots in India. 


It has also been alleged that, if his 
position were accepted, Swaraj (Home 
Rule) would never be obtained, for all 
India could never become non-violent, 
and that he was expecting the 
impossible from human nature. 


As to the first criticism he has replied, 
in his weekly paper Harijan, that his 
faith in non-cooperation and _ civil 
resistance is brighter than ever. “The 
two are quite enough to bring Swaraj, 
provided that non-violence practised is 
of the bravest.” 


Concerning the other points, Mr, 
Gandhi writes: 


Human nature has hitherto responded nobly 
to the call of non-violence. But I am con- 
cerned with the Congress nature. Congress- 
men have to sign a pledge which commits 
them to non-violence. 


My question was and is~—have they non- 
violence in them? If they have, is it of the 
brave? My thesis is that if it is of the brave, 
it should be enough for dealing with the 
riots and for delivering the goods. 

But I have the fear that our non-violence is 
not of the kind required. Congressmen may 
not treat my warning lightly. 


REMEDIES 

I have no doubt about my present diagnosis 
about the remedies. The remedies are not 
beyond our ability if we have a living convic- 
tion about non-violence and its nature. Here 
are some of the remedies: 

1. We must discover a solution for the 
Hindu-Muslim tension. I use that expression 
deliberately instead of “ communal"—for if 
we find this, the other will follow as a matter 
of course. 

2. There must be a purging of the Congress 
registers so as to make them proof against 
bogus voters From all accounts I receive, 
our registers contain too many bogus names 
to be called at all accurate. 

3. Congressmen must not be afraid to find 
themselves in a minority. 

4, Without delay every Provincial Congress 
Committee should raise a proper corps of 
volunteers pledged to non-violence in thought, 
word, and deed. And there should be a 
manual of instructions as to training, &c., 
prepared for universal use, 

There is nothing heroic or impracticable in 
these suggestions. But they are impractic- 
able if those who lead have no living faith in 
non-violence. If they have not, the sooner 
non-violence is removed from the Congress 
vocabulary the better it is for the Congress 
and the nation. 


TO AID ALL LANDS 


. All countries will benefit from scientific data 
collected by the Research, a non-magnetic ship 
at present under construction on the River 
Dart, Devonshire, which is to replace the 
American vessel Carnegie in the study of 
magnetic variations. The facts collected by 
those working on the ship will go to increase 
safety and accuracy of navigation for ships at 
sea. - 


and 


Holidays in 


Lake District 
Scotland 
Somerset 
Surrey 
Sussex 
Wales 
Yorkshire 


Continental 
Centres in 
France 
Germany 
Holland 
Norway 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
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ROY WALKER 


writes ... 


HERE are several pacifist plays in 

London at present. It is not neces- 
sary to suggest that members of the 
PPU should visit Idiot’s Delight, The 
Insect Play or Power and Glory—they 
are already doing it to such an extent 
that on most evenings of the week the 
Apollo, Playhouse, and Savoy Theatres 
might easily be mistaken for London 
group leaders’ meetings. 


And why not The Merchant of Venice 
too? After all, an ingenious writer 
attempted to persuade us a few months 
ago that Shakespeare had _ pacifist 
tendencies. Let us see what can be done 
by a little judicious modernization of 
the play, leaving the text unaltered. 


* * * 


Excerpts from The 
Venice (modernized): 


Merchant of 


Characters 


Peace formerly Portia. 
First Plain Man 
formerly First Suitor. 


Second Plain Man 
formerly Second Suitor. 


Third Plain Man 
formerly Bassanio. 


Synopsis 
The three Plain Men all desire Peace. 
They are separately confronted with 
three caskets of gold, silver and lead 
respectively. He who chooses correctly 
will have the lady. 


Scene 1: The First Plain Man chooses 
the Gold Casket inscribed “Im- 
perialism ” because he fancies the motto 
“Who chooseth me shall gain what 
many men desire.” His only reward is 
the salutary warning :— 


All that glisters is not gold 
Often have you heard that told: 
Many a man his life hath sold 
But my outside to behold. 


Scene 2: The Second Plain’ Man 
selects the Silver Casket | marked 
“ Collective Security—Who chooseth me 
shall get as much as he deserves.” All 
he achieves is the knowledge that 

Some there be that shadows kiss; 
Such have but a shadow’s bliss. 


Scene 3: The Third Plain Man imme- 
diately rejects both Gold and Silver. 


So may the outward shows be least 
themselves 

world is still deceiv’d with 
ornament, 

In law, what plea so tainted and corrupt 
But, being season’d with a gracious 
voice, 

Obscures the show of evil? In religion, 
What damned error, but some sober 


The 


brow 
Will bless it and approve it with a text, 
Hiding the grossness with fair 
ornament? 


There is no vice so simple but assumes 
Some mark of virtue on his outward 
parts. 
... but thou, thou meagre lead, 
Which rather threat’nest than 
promise aught, 
Thy plainness moves me more to 
eloquence, 
choose 1: 
consequence! 


And choosing the Lead Casket with 
the legend, “ Pacifism—Who chooseth me 
must give and hazard all he hath” he is 
rewarded with Peace and the assurance 


You that choose not by the view 
Chance as fair and choose as true! 
Since this fortune falls to you, 
Be content and seek no new. 


dost 


And _ here joy be the 


* ® * 


I could also prove that Mozart was a 
pacifist, on the strength of his opera 
Don Giovanni, but if you don’t mind 
we'll leave that till some other time. 


Dick Sheppard Centre 


CAN YOU HELP? 


The Dick Sheppard Centre in Bays- 
water wants flowers every week from 
the country; cakes or food for the 
canteen; a wireless set; vacuum cleaner 
(voltage 230); books and games of all 
sorts; most important—volunteers to 
help on regular afternoons or evenings 
in the Centre. 


What the Travelling 
Film Unit has done 


By LEONARD I, SIDWELL 


ORIGINALLY, the idea was to entitle 

this article “Six Months Hard 
Work.” Then one of my well-intentioned 
colleagues cheerfully pointed out that 
part of it sounded uncomfortably 
prophetic. Bereft of further ideas, I 
must, therefore, state baldly that this 
is to be an informal report on the activi- 
ties of the film unit during the past half- 
year. 


Facts and figures are intriguing 
things, they are so incontrovertible. 
They can, of course, be discouraging; a 
few groups have felt the effect of this 
when they failed to get a good atteu.l- 
ance at their show. But even they ast 
have been heartened by the figures 
given by Nigel Spottiswoode at the 
annual meeting. 


Approximately 87 shows have been 
given to an aggregate audience of 17,688 
—an average audience of 200 is surely 
quite good for the first year’s work. in 
touring with these films I have driven 
over 12,000 miles. 


Many different financial arrangements 
have been made for conducting the 
shows. Some groups have relied upon 
the generosity of the audience to cover 
expenses; others have charged sixpence 
(occasionally with reserved seats at ls.), 


and still .others have both charged 
admission and taken a_ retiring 
collection. 


Generally speaking, the performances 


where admission was charged were the 
most successful, numerically and finan- 
cially. This would seem to indicate that 
the general public still values things by 
what it has to pay for them. 


There is, of course, an exception to 
this. A few of our shows have been 
sponsored by the educational committees 
of cooperative societies. The exhibitions 
were given entirely free of charge or 
collection, and were well attended. 
Local group members came along and 
distributed literature and information. 
The cooperative movement has thus 
helped us to do quite a lot of very useful 
work. 


You may be wondering how the in- 
tended title for this article could iave 
been applicable? Well, I am now not at 
all sure that stories of 200 mile drives 
through fog, snow and rain, or tales of 
breakdown on the road make very in- 
teresting reading. Even my best story-- 
the tale of a near-midnight crash which 
considerably lacerated the car and my 
nerves—seems inappropriate. 


Rather would I say that the oppor- 
tunity of meeting interesting people, and 
of feeling that one is being of some help 
in the furtherance of our cause far out- 
weigh any personal discomforts that 
occur from time to time. 


May our next film year be even more 
successful than this has been. 


Under the Oak Tree 


Easter and spring-cleaning, a London 
concert and an at-home fiesta, spring 
and an imminent anniversary, have 
crowded close upon one another in a 
prodigal diversity in these recent weeks, 
leaving nobody with sufficient time and 
objectivity to chronicle ourselves for 
the well-beloved foster-parents and 
relatives. 


Spring-cleaning can be an exciting 
and satisfying experience, even for those 
in a house that is brushed throughout 
daily and scrubbed weekly. The sense 
of sweeping away accumulated rubbish 
and dirt gives one a fresh impulse to 
cope with more dust. 


But -when there are some twenty 
rooms to wash thoroughly, some three 
hundred sheets and blankets, and a 
roughly equal number of counterpanes, 
pillow cases, curtains and towels, one 
begins to be oppressed by the whole- 
sale cast of planning and living. 


There is hesitation in giving an else- 
where simple order like “ Let’s polish 
their shoes” for fear of being polished 
off by the resulting welter. Nevertheless 
we did it all, and as we lacked enough 
cord for clothes-lines the sheets and 
blankets were hung on the railings 
round the football field. 


In the intervals of this mass washing 
we were able to enjoy the refreshment 
in our beautified gardens of the full and 
fair arrival of spring. Flowers, delicate 
fresh greenness, and lovely flowering 
trees and shrubs, in a wide range of 
colours, made a most sympathetic set- 
ting to our rest and leisure. 


We paused during Easter, partly to 
entertain ourselves. A few were grate- 
ful for the packed thought of Mr. Ward’s 
Easter homily, but all joined in a bur- 
lesque entertainment on the Monday, 
when comics ran amok with an epi- 
demic that had been troubling us, when 
men became girls with a song (in 
Spanish) and the rest laughed to see 
them laugh. 


_The staff were so inwardly stricken 
to have watched so often the children 
put on like puppets to perform for their 
and others’ benefit, that they were led 
to amuse the children with their own 
fair voices and faces. And the children 
were clearly more amused at seeing us 
trying to be funny than just being funny 
as a natural condition. 


It was distinctly complicated to bur- 
lesque. in Spanish an ex-member of the 
staff who declined to speak a single 
word not current in Anglo-India. - But 
even as children ate everywhere 
children, so is slap-stick everywhere 
known unto its own. Mr. Punch, who 
“knocks about” law, order, wife, 
friends, and all innocent offenders, 
needs no Esperanto to purvey his 
totalitarian brand of humour anywhere. 


NOTICE BOARD 


Two Basgue children at Basque House are 
still unadopted. Would anyone like to adopt 
one? 

Parents of young student from Paris desire 
to offer exchange hospitality to an English boy 
or girl of same age (thirteen or fourteen) in 
July and August. Visit to England desired 
to perfect knowledge of language. French 
tamily can be highly recommended.—Com- 
municate with War Resisters’ International, 11 
Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 

Volunteers are wanted to sell PEACE NEWS 
in Cambridge.—Write to Austin Davies, 28 
Malcolm Sreet, Cambridge. 

West Norwood group will meet on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of the month in 
Room 4, St. Luke's Church Hall—adjacent to 
West Norwood tram terminus 

Kettering group now meets every Thursday 
at 7.30 pm in the Toller Lecture Room, 
Meeting Lane, Kettering 

PPU meetings every Wednesday, 8 p.m. 
in Beacon Café, Hanworth Road, Hounslow 
(near Congregational Church) 

Glasgow.—-Wanted, urgently, enthusiastic 
member to organize street-selling of PEACE 
NEWS. Also names of volunteers to go on 
a rota of sellers for minimizing the amount 
of labour ver vclunteer—also poster-paraders. 
—Write, Henry A. Barter, 181 Pitt Street, 
Glasgow. C.2 

Contributions toward Lambeth Library’s 
copies of PEACE NEWS would be greatly 
appreciated from any group in this Borough. 
Send to R. A. Hembry, 124 St. Louis Road, 
S.E.27 

Any group in the London Area interested in 
forming a small German class in its ranks, 
under the tuition of a Socialist refugee, write 
to Sydney Larcombe, c/o City of London 
Group (PPU), 13 Paternoster Row, E.C.4. 

More PEACE NEWS sellers are required. 
Get into touch with Miss Watson. 115 Beverley 
Road, Hull. 

Helpers will be welcomed at Burnley poster 
parade. Meet at 7 pm on Monday at Tem- 
perance Rooms, Brown Strect, Burnley. 

Volunteers wanted for poster parade, 
Bishop’s Stortford; 3 p.m., May 14. Wr-te 
Stanley F. Perkins, Brook House, Hadham 
Ford, Little Hadham, Herts. 


A Member writes. o 
fe BARA Nelda ee 


May Day 


On May 1, the PPU had a great opportunity 
and failed to take it. Instead of giving en- 
couragement to members to support the great 
yearly demonstration of workers, it -eft this 
to the enterprise of individuals. 

I joined a tiny group of about a score, 
gathered by the work of the West Wickham 
group, through a letter printed in PEACE 
NEWS. We heard that another group sent 
a small contingent, but did not see it. There 
were several inquiries as to the whereabouts 
of the “PPU Contingent.” 

At Hyde Park copies of the manifesto were 
distributed and PEACE NEWS sold. We 
found one or two other people doing the 
same on their own initiative. 

Something indeed was done, but how little 
compared with what could have been. 
Another year will pass before the PPU again 
have this opportunity of expressing its unity 
with other progressive and revolutionary 
forces. Let us not allow next May Day to 
find us thus unprepared. 

This is an appeal from those who joined 
the celebration to those who might have 


joined it 
CECIL DAVIES. 
4 Handel Street, London, W.C.3- 


GROUP NOTES 
By John Barclay 


HE PPU is a revolutionary movement 
in that it is established to over- 
throw the belief in force as a means of 
obtaining peace. It is built on the 
strength of the individual conscience 
and its success depends on the power of 
the individual to bear the burden that 
he or she shoulders and not on the 
support which may or may not be forth- 
coming at any time of stress. 


The group is equally dependent, not 
on the leader. but on the support given 
to him by the individuals comprising the 
group. In the same way, headquarters 
is mainly a coordinating body, serving 
the whole but dependent for its success 
on the active cooperation of each single 
member to the limit of his capabilities. 


Leadership there must be, but this will 
be determined by the quality of the 
“led.” In the army, discipline is main- 
tained by blind obedience, but in the 
PPU self-discipline is the power which 
drives us on. How far am I right in 
assuming that this analysis is shared by 
the groups, whose activities I try to co- 
ordinate and develop? 


My inspiration comes from contact 
with members and groups and often 
after a meeting I find that the conver- 
sation I have with two or three of the 
audience gives me the necessary 
strength to go on when otherwise I 
should feel inclined to “ weep and gnash 
my teeth,” owing to a conviction that 
I had “ left unsaid all those things which 
should have been said,” and there was no 
health in me. 


Last week | attended meetings in 
Manchester and district, including the 
annual general meeting of the Man- 
chester and district groups. This was 
held on Saturday in the Friends’ Meet- 
ing House. Douglas Owen was in the 
chair and Leslie Kirkley, the secretary, 
read a report on activities from October, 
1936, to March this year. 


It was an inspiring record and gave a 
clear picture of the tremendous progress 
made from the small nucleus of deter- 
mined people to the present time when, 
with a headquarters of its own at 41 
John Dalton Street, it covers almost the 
whole of Manchester, with well over 
twenty groups actively working to 
establish what may soon become the 
most powerful section of the movement. 


Kirkley was unanimously re-elected 
secretary, and he paid very high tribute 
to those who have given him such mag- 
nificent support in the past and will con- 
tinue to do so in the future. 


After the business meeting was over, 
delegates from the 57 groups comprising 
the Manchester Area, which has a 
radius of some fifteen miles, discussed 
with us the work which lay ahead end 
especially that of extending the activi- 
ties by increased financial backing. 


It was refreshing to me to have such 
unanimous support for the belief I have 
held for a long time that ARP. is lead- 
ing to conscription by the regimentation 
of the public through the work of air 
raid wardens and that the setting up of 
such a body by its direct contact with 
the Home Office is a threat to civil 
liberties. Every day I meet people who 
tell me that they are becoming more and 
more uneasy about the subtle closing in 
of the net of conscription, and its atten- 
dant dangers. 


While every member of the PPU is at 
liberty to decide.for himself on this 
matter, I earnestly beg all who read this 
to be on their guard before deciding 
that precautions are “humane and 
passive,” and to ask themselves whether 
perhaps humanity is not once more be- 
ing led up the garden path. The leopard 
does not change his spots and the mili- 
tary mind still believes that all is fair 
in love and war—and what? 
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How to Tackle 
A.R.P. 


ORGANIZED by the Midlands Area | 
Committee of the Peace Pledge | 


Union, a conference on air raid precau- 
tions at “ The Briars,” Crich, last week- 
end was attended by members from 
Leicester, Nottingham, Northampton, 
Coventry, Birmingham, Loughborough, 
Uttoxeter and Stafford. 

At the first session, Dr. E. Leighton 
Yates analysed the precautionary 
measures scientifically, showing, in turn, 
the fallacies of those designed for 7s, 
incendiary and high-explosive bombs. 
He produced a mask, similar to those to 
be issued to the public, and “ analysed ” 
that too, exposing its inefficiency. He 
pointed out, incidentally, that the Cam- 
bridge scientists used their own material 
and time entirely for their experiments, 
none of the university’s. 

But his main argument against. the 
precautions was that they involved the 
regimentation of the people, and his 
second that they were part of the war 
machine in that they enabled the 
military machine to function more 
efficiently. They would also restrict the 
social services, as they were already 
doing, some rates having gone up by a 
shilling. Finally, we should spend all 
our time making peace, not protecting 
ourselves against war. 

Roy Walker dealt as scientifically with 
ways of expressing the pacifist attitude 
to ARP. After examining the nature of 
propaganda itself, he analysed the 
attitude of the “ man-in-the-street ” and 
his “ unreasonable reactions.” 

Our propaganda, he said, should first 
discuss whether war was _ inevitable. 
Then we should make it clear that we 
favoured precautions—but war-preven- 
tive precautions—rather than emphasize 
criticism of the Government or the in- 
efficiency of the measures. But the 
most effective propaganda was example, 
which, he added, was unfortunate, be- 
cause it was so difficult. 

Tnstead of aggressively arguing with 
people—what he described as a sort of 
psychological fighting—we should be 
most effective if we discussed the matter 
with people in such a way that they 
enjoyed the conversation. 


THE WORLD TODAY 


“AJEGATIVE PACIFISM” was con- 

demned by Dr. A. Herbert Gray at 
a PPU meeting in Nuneaton last week. 
Simply to say that they would not fight | 
was contemptible. Pacifism was some- 
thing more than that. 


Politics were bankrupt, he said. He 
did not believe there was any hope in 
the policies being pursued. An entirely 
new mentality was required, an en- 
tirely new set of fundamental principles. 


The real problem facing the world 
teday was that, as there were unruly 
men, so there were unruly nations. 


The meeting was also addressed by 
Miss Mary Gamble, and was presided 
over by the Rev. F. W. Moyle. Miss 
Gamble spoke particularly to the women 
and outlined the ways in which they 
could contribute to the pacifist cause. 
She wished to explode the old, chival- 
rous idea that men must fight to protect 
women and children, and asked the 
women to make it known that they did 
not desire to be protected, but that they 
wished to be in the peace movement as 
much as the men. 


PROGRESS AT BARNET 


At the invitation of the Barnet 
branch. members had the opportunity 
of meeting their fellow-pacifists “in 
their natural state” on Thufsday. 
Barnet had struck on a new idea—a 
social evening consisting of supper, 
entertainment, and an informal discus- 
sion on policy. It was a success; every- 


one had a thoroughly enjoyable and 
helpful time. 


The report of the Barnet branch for 
1937 reveals that during the year three 
new groups were formed in Barnet 
Vale. East Barnet, and Cockfosters. 
Probably the most important event of 
the year has been the more complete 
organization of the branch by the forma- 
tion of an Executive Committee and 
appointment of officers. This has 
relieved groups almost entirely of the 
need for discussion of business matters, 
thus leaving them free to exercise their 
proper function of discussion, training, 
and fellowship. 


Collective Security 
versus 


Disarmament 


PROFESSOR C. E. M. JOAD, speaking 

for the PPU, will move the following 
resolution at a debate to be held in the 
Kensington Town Hall next Wednesday, 
organized by the local LNU and PPU 
groups: 

That complete disarmament on the part 
of this country, combined with a policy of 
reconciliation and appeasement, is a surer 
way of obtaining world peace than a policy 
of collective security through the League of 
Nations 
The opposition will be led by Geoffrey 

le M. Mander, MP, and the chair will be 
taken by Miss Rose Macaulay. 

There will be no price for admission, 
but there are a certain number of 
reserved seats at one shilling each. 
Application should be made to Miss 
Sibyl Dunlop, 69, Kensington Church 
Street, W.8, or to G. E. Nixon, 3, 
Kenway Road, S.W.5. 


PACIFIST SOCIETY FOR 
BRISTOL 


A Pacifist Society has now been 
formed within the University of Bristol 
Union Club. Its activities so far have 
been confined to study circles, since the 
activities of other societies have already 
claimed most of the social programme 
for the year. od 

Members hope, however, to make their 
debut during the coming autumn term, 


.when Paul Gliddon will be speaking 


there. Members are anxious to get into 
touch with other similar societies with 
a view to making arrangements for 
future cooperation. 


BURNLEY PRESS CAMPAIGN 

For some weeks members of the 
Burnley group have sustained a lively 
propaganda campaign in the local press, 
and judging from remarks heard from 
various sources, the pacifists have more 
than held their own in the correspond- 
ence columns. 


"A CHRISTIAN 


Price 2 D. Post Free 3 D. 


[ia 
"PEACE 


THROUGH ECONOMIC 


CO-OPERATION" 
By GEO. LANSBURY 


Price 2°. Post Free 32. 
nl 
"A CHRISTIAN 


ATTITUDE TOWARDS 


AIR RAID 


PRECAUTIONS" 
“ByDr. E. LEIGHTON YATES 


Pricé 2 D. Post. Free 3 D. 


SUBSTITUTE for- 


ARMAMENTS" 
| By LEYTON RICHARDS 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 96, REGENT STREET. 


LELEPRONE REGEND 


THINGS WE WANT 
YOU TO KNOW 


MAY 7th, 


“AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS" 
(A Message to every Householder) 


IS DISCONTINUED 


A NEW LEAFLET WILL BE 
ISSUED SHORTLY 


PUBLICATION WILL BE ANNOUNCED 
HERE 


“THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
OF PACIFISM" 


IS NOT AVAILABLE ON "SALE OR RETURN " 
THE PRICE |S 6>. NET. Plus Postage 


(except for quantities of 3 dozen and upwards to 
Group Leaders, when the price is 5d.) 


2843 


[9.3.6 


LONDON. W.1 


"INTRODUCTION 
TO PACIFISM" 


Price 2/- 


ably and without evasion or sentimentality." 


WHEN ORDERING 


WRITE PLAINLY 
GIVE FULL ADDRESS AND STATE 


To Whom Goods are to be Sent 
To Whom Goods are to be Invoiced 


and remember "FREE" Leaflets are 
not returnable 


“ CONSTRUCTIVE 


Time for Talking 
is over 


se a new order of society is to precede 

the break-up of the present world 
civilization, there is no more time for 
talking. The time has come for the 
expression of personal conviction in con- 
structive personal activity. 

“ There’ are many signs that this is 
already happening. The spirit of com- 
munity is cutting across the formal 
boundaries. of movements, sects and 
social groups and moving people of very 
diverse background and personality to 
wider realizations, greater adventures of 
faith and more courageous achievements 
of work.” 

This is the conviction of the Com- 
munity Service Committee, which they 
express in a statement just issued on 
the background, the convictions, and the 
objectives of the Committee. 

Inquiries, mames and addresses of 
friends interested, and offers of assist- 
ance will be welcomed by the Secretary, 
Community Service Committee, “Chanc- 
ton,” Dartnell Park, West Byfleet, 
Surrey. 


F.o.R. CONFERENCE 

The Fellowship of Reconciliation is 
organizing a weekend conference to be 
held in “Hitherwood” International 
Hostel, 19 Sydenham Hill, S.E.26, on 
May 21 and 22. 

The charge from before tea on Satur- 
day until after supper on Sunday will be 
13s. 6d. Further particulars are obtain- 
able from Beatrice C. M. Brown, 165 
Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.1. 


TEACHERS’ PROTEST 

The Pontypridd Education Committee re- 
cently decided that corporal punishment 
should be administered only by head teachers, 
that it should not exceed more than two 
strokes, and that it should not be given at all 
in girls’ and infants’ schools. 

As a result they have received a letter of 
protest from the National Union of Teachers 
stating that in its view the decision was calcu- 
lated seriously to undermine discipline. The 
executive of the NUT passed a resolution that 
teachers would be advised to avoid recourse 
to corporal punishment but that if a situation 
arose which, in their opinion, could be dealt 
with only by corporal punishment, the fullest 
support of the union would be accorded, even 
if the authority dismissed a teacher for a 
breach of the regulations. 


AN 


By PHILIP S. MUMFORD 


"An admirably lucid and sane 
exposition of the pacifist 
position, meeting criticisms 
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JHESE FACTS PROVE THAT A WOMAN WHO WAS 
We Did NOT Disarm | BEFORE HER TIME 
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After the War 


FTEN one meets the rgument that Britain virtually disarmed 
some time after the War, and that other nations did not follow 


suit, although time and again this has been refuted. 


Sir John 


Simon repeated the argument in his broadcast on the budget last week. 


The actual armament figures of this country for past years are as follows:— 


Year. Re 

1893 eis .. 33 millions 
1913-14 vee DRE 9% 
1924-25 nde wield ” 
1925-26 ee revel 9 
1926-27 dee soel16 
1927-28 ote: we ALT ” 
1928-29 ane rel lsd. ” 
1929-30 Bs es l13 7 
(London Naval Treaty, signed 1930) 
1930-31 ane .. =110 =. 


1931-32... we» 107 ” 
1932-33... ww. 102 ” 
1933-34... soe lLOd e 


1934-35, we $113 i 
1935-36... w =136 9 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Price levels fell nearly forty percent 
during this period. 


Period of the “ Financial Crisis.” 


These figures show a sustained armament programme, with only slight devia- 
tions from year to year. The average for the eleven years, 1924-1935, is £112 
millions a year, the highest being £7 millions above, and the lowest £10 millions 


below. 


Herr Hitler came to power in Germany in 1933, and German rearmament 
might have commenced then, but was not actually announced until 1935. 


Thus, prior to 1933, all the defeated Powers (except Turkey) were 
disarmed to the Versailles level, and there was no “enemy” that called 
for armaments. Yet our post-war fleet remained the greatest and most 
powerful the world had seen, whilst the German fleet lay at the bottom 
of Scapa Bay. Enormous strength was added to our army by its mechani- 
zation, and improved tanks, and so on. 


The following table shows reductions in the land forces of European Powers: 


1913. 
Great Britain A 247,250 
France 890,000 
Russia ae 1,300,000 
Germany 850,000 
Italy 264,000 


Mr. P. J. Noel-Baker, MP, who is not 
a pacifist, referred to Britain’s claim of 
virtual unilateral disarmament as “a 
myth,” in Headway in 1932. He added: 


It is no part of my intention to 
contend that Great Britain has not 
done as well as other nations in srma- 
ment “reduction.” 


My purpose is to show that no-one 
has disarmed. The number of ships 
and men have been reduced. But the 
ships that remain are far more power- 
ful than in 1914; the men are armed 
with weapons far more deadly. Dis- 
armament has not even begun. 


And the same year Mr. Lloyd George 
said: 

We gave a guarantee to Germany 
that if she disarmed. in accordance 
with the conditions of the Treaty, we 
should follow her example. We have 
not done it. 


When that document was signed the 
majority of the signatories had no 
intention of carrying it out. Before 
the ink. was dry they were making 
arrangements for creating new armies, 
and they have created them. 


1932. 

192,677 

552,000 Period of training re- 
duced to about one half. 

595,000 

100.000 (and no reservists) 

200,000 

Yet for years this “myth” was 


cleverly and influentially propagated, 
and probably nine out of ten people still 
believe it to have been true. We 
pacifists do not contend that partial dis- 
armament would have succeeded, even 
had it been attempted. We ask for 
complete disarmament. 


Frank R. Hancock 


Not Many Say 


cea Ol 
ALTHOUGH some public library 
authorities continue to turn 
down requests for PEACE NEWS 
to be displayed. the number of 
libraries where it is available con- 
tinues to grow steadily. 
The latest additions to this 
number are:— 
HUCKNALL 
PENRHIWCEIBER and 
WAKEFIELD 


which brings the total up to 317. 


What War Means 


STILL GOING BLIND 
FROM THE WAR 


Today three thousand forgotten 
heroes, victims of mustard gas in France, 
are going blind. 

Scientists cannot help them, eminent 
physicians confess they are baffled. 
There is no remedy for the doomed 
battalion. 


For twenty years the gas has not af- 
fected the men. But it has never left 
their systems, and now that they are ap- 
proaching middle-age, it is penetrating 
the vital film at the base of their eyes. 
Their sight cannot Jast much longer.— 
Sunday Referee, April 17. 


Films 


RECRUITING DRIVE AT 
CINEMA OPENING 


A Territorial Army recruiting film was 
shown at the recent opening of the new 
Odeon Cinema at Eltham Hill. while a 
company of Territorials manned a seven- 
beam searchlight. 


It was the first public showing of the 
film, Territorial Cavalcade, which was 
hailed by the Kentish Independent as a 
“ public-spirited action” on the part of 
Mr. Oscar Deutsch, the chief of Odeon 
Cinemas. 


Fresh sidelights on Bertha von Suttner, 
the great woman pacifist, and on two 
of her greatest friends — Count 
Fiirstenberg, her guardian, and Alfred 
Nobel, the “Dynamite King ”—are 
given in this article. ; 

The writer knew Bertha von Suttner 
personally, and in 1936 published a 
book entitled Bertha von Suttner and 
the Struggle to Avert the World War. 

A biography of Baroness von Suttner, 
entitled Nur Eine Frau, was reviewed 
in PEACE NEWS a month ago. 
ERTHA von Suttner has herself given 

picture of her guardian. To her 
he was “ Fritzerl,” but to all others he 
was a great Field Marshal. the Laudgraf 
of Furstenberg, whose whole view of life 
was founded on militarism. 

He died. however. long before she her- 
self came to the conviction that the war 
system might be changed. She herself 
glorified in her  guardian’s super- 
patriotic views. together with all her 
family. 

Alfred Nobel, the Swedish discoverer 
of dynamite, was obsessed by the idea 
that war would become so terrible 
when waged with high explosives that 
men would discard it. Therefore his 
mission was to hasten the abandon- 
ment of war by inventing more 
powerful explosives. 

Bertha von Suttner tried to get Nobel 
to take an active part in the peace move- 
ment, but with little success. It was 
after his death. in 1896. that she found 
he had left a large sum to pay for five 
prizes to be distributed annually. 

The fifth prize was for the person who 
had done “the best work for the frater- 
nization of mankind. the reduction of 
armies, and the advance of peace con- 
gresses.” This was the Nobel Peace 
Prize, of which Frau von Suttner was 
the first recipient. 


ke 
™ 


‘ Bertha’s husband was Arthur Gund- 
accar von Suttner. They were as one 


BERTHA VON SUTTNER 
[Photo : 


Pickering, Bostona 


in all their strivings toward making a 
better world, in all their work for the 
“lasting light of truth.” as Arthur von 
Suttner has put it. In his lifetime, he 
strove specially to counteract the anti- 
Semitism which was already then ram- 
pant in Austria. 

His wife rose up from the overwhelm- 
ing sorrow at his death (which occurred 
in 1902), and started on her long career 
of peace-making. It was inevitable that 
she should feel lonely. It is true she 
constantly appeared in public. 

But her whole conception of life was 
far in advance of that of most people. 
She stood for the universality of man- 
kind, for internationalism in the years 
when nationalism was separating the 
nations. lining them up for the world 
war of 1914. 

Although she constantly gave warning 
of its coming. she herself was mercifully 
spared its outbreak. She died in the 
midst of preparations for the great In- 
ternational Peace Congress that was to 
have been held in Vienna in August, 
1914. 


CAROLINE E. PLAYNE. 


Drama 


PACIFISM MISREPRESENTED 


Robert’s Wife. Globe Theatre. 


"THE play centres round the careers of 

the Rev. Robert Carson (Owen 
Nares) and his second wife. a doctor 
(Edith Evans). who lives for her clinic. 
Their undergraduate son. Bob (David 
Markham), a communist-pacifist 
addresses even soldiers on war and 
bluntly asks the Bishop (David Home) 
if he intends to praise war when he 
preaches to the soldiers. 


After a meeting at which he appeals 
for a motherhood strike until the 
Government disarms. this earnest but 
bitter pacifist is arrested for sedition for 
his peace work among the soldiers. 
Cheap gibes are made at him both for 
pacifism (of which he is a fervent but 
net particularly rational exponent) and 
for his youth, which his friends consider 
accounts for his ideas. 


“Thou shaft not kill” is explained 
away by the Bishop on grounds of time 
anc place, as is the Sermon on the 
Mount (on the ground of just causes for 
war). Very conveniently, too, the pacifist 
has forgotten when he last read the 
Sermon on the Mount! 


Arguments Left Unanswered 


Bubbling over with witty lines, the 
play is marred by its conclusion, and by 
its undramatic presentation of the 
pacifist. 

In what might have been a brilliant 
scene, all the usual arguments against 
pacifism are left unanswered, and, save 
for a bitter outburst at the horror of 
killing, the pacifist is most undramati- 
cally dumb. Even if Bob is made to 


look silly, and his pacifism to appear 
irrational and indefensible, it is at the 
expense of the play as a dramatic unit. 

Owen Nares gave a perfect demon- 
stration of effortless acting. and David 
Markham made the most of a poor part, 
but Edith Evans spoilt a splendid per- 
formance by a tendency to play to the 
Gallery. A really laughable play, it 
ends with an anti-climax. after Mr. St. 
John Ervine has resorted to the 
deus-ex-machina device to determine 
whether the vicar's or his wife’s career 
*is to take precedence. 


R. S. M. 


Touring the Isle 
of Wight 


The Isle of Wight Pax Players have 
been giving a series of performances of 
Winifred Carter’s dramatic play Moloch. 

They have been given enthusiastic 
receptions at the various places they 
have visited. The play had its premiere 
in the Methodist Hall. Whitwell. and hag 
since been played at Ventnor, Sandown, 
and Ryde. 


Useful publicity in the press hag 
resulted from the productions. 

A leaflet on air raid precautions, set 
ting out'the constructive pacifist alterna« 
tive, was inserted in the programmes. 

The Isle of Wight Pax Players chose 
Moloch for production following a 
review of the play which appeared in 
PEACE NEWS 


me 
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Thoughts 


LITTLE ill-printed book in 

grey paper covers has lately 

come into my hands. To me 
it is a marvellous thing, and every 
time I look at it, just from the out- 
side, as it lies upon my desk, I have 
a strange feeling of the marvel and 
mystery of human existence. 


For this little book, which is a copy of 
Gandhi’s Hind Swaraj or Indian Home 
Rule, has done more to change the hearts 
and minds of men than any other 
written in my time. It is thirty years 
old; it was published, and suppressed, in 
1908. 


Yet this book, which takes rank, I am 
sure, with the world’s masterpieces. of 
spiritual utterance, and kindles my 
imagination with the purity of its 
vision and the charity of its truth, 
awakens also a sadness within me: for 
it contains a preface written by Gandhi 
thirteen years later, in 1921, in which he 
Says: 

I would warn the reader against thinking 
that I am today aiming at the Swaraj 
described therein. I know that India is 
not ripe for it.. It requires a higher 
simplicity and renunciation than the people 
are today prepared for. The only part of 
the programme which is now being carried 
out in its entirety is that of non-violence. 
But I regret to have to confess that even 
that is not being carried out in the spirit 


of the book. It it were, India would estab- 
lish Swaraj in a day. 


* 


Tuus we have, in Gandhi’s book, 

* the paradox that, while in the 
preface of 1921 he declares that he 
is working for Parliamentary 
Swaraj “in accordance with the 
wishes of the people of India,” the 


Owine to unavoidable cir- 
cumstances J. Middieton Murry will 
contribute only one article under this 


heading. Next week will appear the 
first of three articles by 


MAX PLOWMAN 


body of the book contains the most 
withering attack on parliamentary 
democracy that I can remember to 
have read. 


It ends with the declaration that if, in 
this matter of parliamentary democracy, 
India copies England, “it is my firm 
conviction that she will be ruined.” Yet 
again, in the same preface, he declares 
that he withdraws absolutely nothing of 
his book. Apparently, therefore, he is 
consciously working to introduce into 
India a system by which, he believes, 
India will be ruined. 


The contradiction is startling; and it 
takes a very great man to confess, in- 
deed almost to underline, so naked a 
contradiction. And if we consider a 
little the nature of this contradiction we 
shall see, I think, that it has an intimate 
bearing on Gandhi's regret that even his 
programme of non-violence is not being 
carried out in the spirit of his book. 


For what is the real reason for his 
rejection of Parliamentary democracy? 
It is that, in order to be more than mere 
machinery, it demands that the people 
should be educated—and not merely edu- 
cated intellectually, not merely informed 
(that is, indeed, the least important side 
of the education.that is necessary), but 
educated spiritually: educated into self- 
discipline and self-renunciation. 


Without that kind of education in 
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Sbeaking Personally 


By J. MIDDLETON MURRY 


the people, parliamentary democracy 
is only a mechanism by which 2 
society is, in fact, governed by its 
ordinary interests and appetites. 


That, I believe, is profoundly true, and 
we are witnessing the working-out of 
that truth in the decline of European 
democracy today. 


Democracy that is not inspired by a 
spirit of self-renunciation proves to be 
powerless against other systems of gov- 
ernment which, no matter to what doubt- 
ful or evil end, have the courage to 
demand sacrifice from their citizens. 


va 


THE distinction between demo- 
cracy as machinery and demo- 
cracy as faith is prodigious: and 


“ Angels Unite ”_10 


as an active part of her religion and intro- 
duced it into her politics, Swaraj would 
descend on India from heaven. But I am 
painfully aware that that event is far off 
as yet. 


Now democracy as machinery and 
non-violence as political technique are 
connected; because democracy is a non- 
violent system of government, which 
pre-supposes for its functioning that the 
minority will quietly submit to the de- 


’ cision of the majority. 


If then democracy decides to wage 
war, the minority which choses to dis- 
obey the will of the majority, needs 
to be very sure of its own moral 
ground. It must not entertain the 
delusive notion that it has any political 
rights against the majority in a 
democratic society. 


The only right it has against society 
is the right to pay the penalty for dis- 
obeying the law: which, of course, is not 


2 
Drawn by ARTHUR WRAGG 


“Come on girls !_She’s going to blow the last trump Pe 


the major cause of our bewilder- 
ment today is that we have not 
learned, or been taught, to make the 
distinction. 


Likewise, there is a vast difference 
between non-violence as a political tech- 
nique and non-violence as a condition 
of being. You may adopt non-violence 
simply because the violent method of 
exerting political pressure is obviously 
impracticable, which has been the case 
in India, or you may be non-violent be- 
eause you have reached a condition of 
spiritual development in which the use 


. of violence is intolerable. 


It is the attainment of this condition 
which Gandhi means by “ real Swaraj.” 
Concerning it he says: 


If India adopted the doctrine of love 


a right at all. Any man, in any form 
of society can suffer for his convictions 
if he chooses. 


' * 
ERE we see the difference 
between the use of non- 


violence as a means to achieve a 
democratic system of government 
and the use of non-violence to 
oppose the decisions of a demo- 
cratic majority. 

If the majority of a people really wants 
democratic government, non-violence 
will secure it for them; but if a minority 
in a democratic society wants to disobey 


the decision of the majority, there is no 
magic in the word “non-violence” which 


on Non-Violence 


can alter the reality: which is that the 
minority can suffer for its convictions 
if it is prepared to do so. 


Nor do I really believe that the idea 
of training oneself in the technique of 
non-violence has any substance in it, if 
it is regarded as something different 
from training oneself to suffer for one’s 
convictions. 


How that is to be done is for each 
man to discover for himself. My notion 
is that he will discover it more quickly 
if he frees his mind from the illusion 
that there is any kind of middle line 
which would lead to political success. 
Gandhi himself was never under such 
an illusion; for him “real Swaraj” is only 
to be achieved by the way of suffering. 


* 


HAT is another way of reach- 
ing the conclusion that paci- 
fism is not politics. The difference 
between pacifism and political paci- 
fism is exactly as the difference 
between ‘‘ real Swaraj”’ and “par- 
liamentary Swaraj.” 


That is not to say that pacifism has 
no political expression. It has the 
political expression, and the only non- 
delusory political expression, of pacifism 
is unilateral and complete disarmament. 
Nothing else is pacifist politics. 


I think we should save ourselves a 
great deal of confusion and self-decep- 
tion if we stuck to that single lank. 
Every other kind of “ peace policy ” 
has but an accidental and deceptive 
connexion with the pledge of the PPU. 


We should be spared, above ail, the 
illusion of supposing that the price of 
peace has substantially lessened since 
Prince of Peace declared what it was. 
It is still precisely the same. Yet for 
some reason Englishmen still persist in 
believing that if only people were “ rea- 
sonable” there would be peace. 


If to be “reasonable” means to be 
ready to abandon every sort of privilege, 
and to treat every man as a brother 
indeed, why then of course if only people 
were “reasonable” ._ there would be 
peace. 


But this is not what men call being 
“reasonable.” They call this being mad. 
And, I think, we should do well not to 
pretend that pacifism has any policy that 
is not mad. It has not. It so happens 
that modern war is even madder than 
the madness of pacifism. 


That is a new situation for humanity. 
But even that does not mean that a new 
world is being born; all that is certain 
is that an old one is dying. 


Victory without Violence 


The Burglars 


ON two occasions in her life, Jane 
Addams woke to find a burglar in 
her room. 


The first time her small nephew was 
asleep in the next room, and she thought 
only of not awakening him. “Don’t 
make any noise,” she said to the burglar. 


Startled, he leaped for the window by 
which he had entered. 


“You'll be hurt if you go that way,’ 
she said. “Go down by the stairs and 
let yourself out.” He did. 


On the second occasion, addressing the 
housebreaker without embarrassment, 
she succeeded in putting him at ease. 


Discovering that he was not a profes- 
sional but an amateur out of employ- 
ment, she told him to go away and come 
back at nine the next morning, when 
she would see what she could do about 
getting him a job. 


He came, and she got him work.— 
James Weber Linn, Jane Addams 
(Appleton-Century). 
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personal example 


Give your pledge on a post-card:— 
I renounce war and I will never support 
or sanction another, 


Sign this, add your address, and send the 
card to [The Peace Pledge Union, $6 Regent 
Street. London. W 1, 
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THE KEY TO THE 
SITUATION 


HE British agreement with Italy is 

followed by important talks between 
British and French statesmen. This, in 
turn, is followed by a meeting between 
the dictators of Germany and Italy. 

Does so much diplomatic activity her- 
ald a change for the better in European 
politics, or is ita sign of a general lining- 
up for war? An indication of the 
answer to this question is to be found in 
an examination of the results of this 
country’s latest part in that activity— 
the Anglo-French talks. 

“Both Governments,” reported the 
Diplomatic Correspondent of The Times, 
“have made it’ clear again that their 
policy is twofold: on the one hand is 
defence, on the other is appeasement.” 

So far as concerns the first of these 
items, the results are plain: France and 
Britain are to press forward with the 
details of a military alliance, in order 
that joint action may be free from delay 
in the event of war. This, we are as- 
sured, is a “ purely defensive ” measure. 
On the very day that the talks were 
concluded, Britain published plans for 
an immense speed-up in the production 
of military aircraft, and for war-time 
rationing of food. 

* Appeasement,” the second object 
referred to, is to be directed toward the 
urgent problems of Central Europe—in 
particular, of Czechoslovakia. While it 
it realized that substantial grievances 
exist, the problem is complex. The 
French Ministers were concerned to 
stem economic penetration by Germany 
in Central and South-East Europe. The 
British representatjves, on the other 
hand, stressed the importance of a set- 
tlement of the problem of the German 
minority in Czechoslovakia (which Ger- 
many seems determined to reach by the 
autumn), of a nature that will avoid 
a major war. 

One reason for this is that Mr. 
CHAMBERLAIN wants to secure a Four- 
Power Pact. This would mean the sub- 
jection of the smaller States to a bloc 
of Western imperialism, and _ the 
isolation of Soviet Russia. 


The People Hold the Key 


Whatever else may be said of these (or 
other) proposals for bringing peace to 
Europe, it is clear that if they are accom- 
panied by almost frantic preparation for 
war the peacemakers have not much 
faith in their ability to make peace and 
are determined to use the diplomacy of 
the “big stick.” In this fact lies the 
key to the situation. 


The rearmament programme is a 
measure of the chances, in the British 
Government’s view, of the ultimate suc- 
tess of the policy of appeasement. War 
preparation and peacemaking cannot go 
hand in hand. We must have one or the 
Other. 

*-The complete reply to those who claim 
that Britain is pursuing the path to 


[: is now unquestionable that the 


class struggle has become the 
dominating factor in inter- 
national politics, and that the issue 
of dictatorship v. democracy is the 
supreme problem of our age. 


Readers of PEACE NEWS will recall 
that ever since I began to contribute to 
its pages I have insisted that present- 
day politics were being determined by 
the class issue—the fear of fascism on 
the one hand and of communism on the 
other—and that even the issue of im- 
perialism, vital as it still is, was sub- 
ordinate to it. 


The demand for the monopoly 
control of markets and raw materials 
is probably more insistent than ever 
before, but instead of rivalry in this 
fieid leading to war as in pre-War 
days, governments of the Right are 
now willing to accommodate one 
another in order that they may retain 
a solid front in defence of class 
domination. 


Hence the complacency of capitalist- 
imperialist governments like the Bri- 
tish toward fascist aggression since 1932. 
Such an attitude would have been un- 
thinkable in 1914, while any event com- 
parable with the invasion of Manchuria, 
Abyssinia, China, Spain, or Austria, 
would have led to a major international 
war. 


* 


NE effect of this change has 

been to extend the sway of 
fascism very considerably, and un- 
less present tendencies are checked. 
the greater part of the earth will 
very soon be brought under fascist 
rule. 


The new treaty between this country 
and Italy is, I fear, but part of a plan 
to make Europe, at any rate, safe for 
the privileged classes, that is, for 


fascism and imperialism. 


What that treaty does is to confirm 
the conquest of Abyssinia, and, what is 
far more ominous, to permit and sanc- 
tion the fascist conquest of Spain. To 
balance these, and possibly other con- 
cessions, to Italy, Britain receives guar- 
antees in regard to the Mediterranean, 


peace is the fact that the signposts on 
the path point in the opposite direction 
—and air force expansion, Anglo-French 
Staff talks, food rationing plans, air raid 
precautions, and so on, are signposts 
which anyone can read. 

What is the alternative? It is a 
policy of appeasement that does not 
call for these warlike preparations. 
Just such a policy is outlined in the 
Manifesto of the Peace Pledge Union, 
based as it is upon = renunciation of 
war altogether. 


The Manifesto outlines a constructive 
programme that needs no “big stick” 
to enforce it, and offers a solution of the 
economic problems which are at the 
bottom of the critical situation in Cen- 
tral Europe. 

It would not solve them by the method 
of bargains between a few heavily- 
armed nations, but by the method of 
peaceful cooperation between all States 
to ensure opportunities for the peaceful 
development of all. 

The key to the situation lies in the 
hand of the British people, whose sup- 
port the Government is trying to secure 
for. its war preparations. 

Now is the time for pacifists to bring 
home to everyone the fact that a policy 
of increasing armaments and power 
politics can only lead to the same end 
as in 1914. Now is the time to win 
support for the PPU Manifesto, which 
shows that— 


The pledge to renounce war, involv- 
ing as it does the refusal to allow 
- governnients to make use of the 


weapons of violence in support of, iA 


foreign policy, leads inevitably to the 
necessity for a new fareign policy, 

based on economic appeasement and 
reconciliation. 


| 
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Libya, Arabia, and the cessation of anti- 
British propaganda; despite these guar- 
antees, however, the fact remains that 
the Mediterranean has become a fascist 
sea. 


This treaty is far more sinister than 
appears on the surface. It may work 
well enough for a time, and so long as 
reaction remains in the saddle in this 
country, but what if a Labour Govern- 
ment came into power and forthwith 
adopted measures aimed at strengthen- 
ing democracy both at home and abroad, 
including a bold attempt to transform 
the present system of imperialism into 
a system of international economic co- 
operation? 

Is it inconceivable that such measures 
would be countered by a military coup 
organized by the reaction? In such 
event, what would happen to British 
shipping in the Mediterranean? The 
fascist Powers, in league with the re- 
action here, would be able to cripple the 
Labour Government very seriously. 


Further. The Italo-British Treaty is 
probably only a first step toward a 
much more dangerous achievement, a 
Four-Power Pact between France, 
Britain, Germany, and Italy, to further 
which Lord Londonderry has just 
published his book, Ourselves and 
Germany. 

Can it be that Lord Londonderry’s de- 
parture from the Baldwin administra- 
tion had something to do with his pro- 
fascist leanings, and also that Mr. Eden’s 
resignation from the Chamberlain ad- 
ministration was due to the latter’s 
fascist sympathies, and thus that the 
new treaty with Italy is the first-fruits 
of a definitely pro-fascist British policy? 


* 
O say the least, the outlook is 
threatening. The realization 
of the Four-Power Pact, for which 
many newspapers are preparing the 
public mind, would strengthen the 
bond between the French Right and 


the leaders of Nazi Germany. 


The way in which the former, who 
control the financial situation in France, 
have played fast and loose with the 
franc in order to jeopardize certain 
Popular Front Governments, is an indi- 


cation of what is likely to happen in, 


France should Franco win in Spain and 
the Four-Power Patt become a reality. 
A major crisis is all that would be 
needed to cause a fascist rising in 
France, which it would be easy for 
Germany and Spain to support if need 


be. Should that coup succeed, 2 
similar development might take place 


in Belgium. Britain would remain 
neutral. 
Germany’s western boundary thus 


being secure, Hitler would be free to 
turn his attention eastward, and to 
annex such territories as he felt able to 
encompass and to justify. Russia, now, 
isolated, would be helpless, and might 
thus become the target of a threefold 
attack by Germany, Italy and Japan. 


In the meantime, these events would 
be used to draw Britain farther and 
farther into the fascist net. Every crisis 
would be used to stimulate fear and in~ 
crease British armaments. Air raid pre- 
cautions would assist in creating a war 
mentality and would draw an ever- 
increasing proportion of the population 
into the grip of the war machine, and 
so lead the way, under the ,guise of 
National Service, to industrial and mili-« 
tary conscription, while the approach of 
a major crisis might be used in order 
to declare a state of emergency and 
postpone a general election. 


Should that happen, fascism would 
throw out its tentacles with astonishing 
rapidity. We are nearer to disaster than 
is generally realized. 


* 


N any case, events are bound to 
move quickly from now on, as 
tension and the huge costs of 
armaments are becoming too great 
a burden to be borne. 


Should they move in the direction I 
have indicated, it is no proof that a 
world war will be avoided. The dicta- 
tors, having conquered democracy, 
would soon fall out among themselves 
in a mighty conflict for world mastery 
—a possibility that is strengthened by 
the fact that fascism is founded on vio- 
lence, and organized for the purpose of 
acquiring State power rather than to 
increase human well-being which should 
be the final test of every social system, 


In seeking an alternative to this policy, 
it is clearly indefensible to say “no 
more aggression” to the fascist Powers, 
while holding on to the monopolies of 
imperialism, since that also means world 
war sooner or later, between the fascist 
or Have-not Powers and the democratic 
or Have Powers, and probably revolu« 
tion also. 


Were a Left Government in this 
country to join a coalition to prevent 
fascist aggression, it is almost certain 
that war would eventually ensue, since 
unless something is done fairly soon to 
relieve their strained economic condi- 
tion, the fascist Powers will be con- 
fronted with the alternatives of war or 
revolution, in which case I think it 
probable that they would choose the 
former. 

Were that to happen, and this 
country to be drawn into a war with 
fascism, I am convinced that it would 
be followed here by a military rising 
of the Right, since in their view the 
issue would be whether fascism or 
communism should triumph through- 
out Europe. 


Thus Europe would be thrown into 
the unspeakable horrors of simultaneous 
war and revolution. 


This article will be concluded next 
week, 


And It Fell 


The clouds roll up. Men’s fearbred 


passion spawns 


Its litter of sons of wrath, whose dragon- 
teeth 


Grit for the combat: crying for life, 
snatch death. 


So crumble hopes and comforts as the 


tide , 
Relentless and destructive sucks and 
scours 
“Our sorry sand foundation. .“And it 
fell”— — 


God pity us! It has not fallen yet. {| 


Dig deep to the rock and let us build 
anew. 


H. B. 
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BAPTIST ASSEMBLY 
BANS DISCUSSION 
OF PEACE ISSUE 


From Our Own Correspondent 


RUE to its support of a League policy, which apparently means 
collective security, the Assembly of the Baptist Union, which met 
last week in the City Temple, London, refused to allow to be dis- 
cussed a resolution on peace proposed by Mr. Sidney H. A. Norris, of 


Birmingham. 


The resolution was in the following 
terms: 

That this Assembly of the Baptist Unior 
of Great Britain and Ireland, believing that 
all war is contrary to the spirit and genius 
of the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, 
Yeclares its readiness to support to the 
utmost those members of the Baptist 
Church who decide to stand by the 
Christian faith and refuse to take any part 
in the preparation for or the prosecution 
of war. 


DISCUSSION 
AVOIDED 


The proposer was not allowed to read 
his own resolution or to make any com- 
ment thereon, although a definite 
promise in writing had been given by 
the Secretary of the Baptist Union to the 
effect that there was no desire to 
“smother” any delegate. 


Further, the President of the Assem- 
bly, in reading the resolution, laid it 
down with some emphasis that no dis- 
cussion whatever would be permitted, 
until the Assembly had declared whether 
or not it wished the resolution to be 
discussed. 


“RECRUITING 
STATIONS ” 


This, and the fact that the resolution 
was taken at the very end of a long 
session, turned the situation into a farce, 
the Assembly (then rapidly thinning 
out) deciding by a large majority to 
refuse to allow the resolution to be 
moved and to ban all discussion. 


“This I submit, reflects the warlike 
attitude of the Baptist Union,” Mr. 
Norris told PEACE NEWS afterward. 
“It leads one to the belief that the 
churches will once again act as recruit- 
ing stations for the Forces, to their 
eternal shame.” 


CHURCHES SUPPORT 
PREPARATIONS 


The support of the churches for 
measures of war preparation is rapidly 
becoming more general. 

While this has shown itself most in 
cooperation in air raid precautions on 
the part of bishops and clergy, it is not 
confined to that. 


Support for ARP recruiting efforts, 
now noticeable in diocesan leaflets, 
follows an appeal to the bishops by the 
Home Secretary. In this appeal Sir 
Samuel Hoare admitted that one of the 
purposes of ARP was “the maintenance 


Before ... 


of the morale of the civilian population.” 


Roman Catholic Bishops 
decided to give similar support. 


recently 


Besides supporting ARP, the Liverpool | 
Diocesan Review for April went so far | 
as to back the idea of national service. | 


The Canterbury Diocesan Notes 
advocated the removal of old iron rail- 
ings in churchyards and their sale “ for 
the defences of the country.” This, 
comments a correspondent, virtually 
means “acting as agent for armament 
makers ” 


MINISTER’S STAND 
AGAINST A.R.P. 


Nevertheless, support for ARP and 
other war preparations is by no means 
unanimous within the various churches. 


Air raid precautions, for instance, 
were denounced by the Rev. Clifford 
Macquire, Stamford Congregational 
Minister, as part of the war machine. 


He declared he would take no part 
in them as they conflicted with his 
idea of Christianity. 


As a protest against his stand, the 
Lady Mayor has withdrawn a promise to 
preside at this minister's church 
anniversary. 


BISHOP SPEAKS 
OUT 


“Retaliation is not the right way to 
meet evil. If we took Christ seriously 
we should be ready to be killed instead 
of killing others.” 


This was the uncompromising declara- 
tion made by Dr. E. W. Barnes, Bishop 
of Birmingham, when preaching in 
Westminster Abbey on Sunday. 


History showed plainly, he said, the 
power of the forces of righteousness 


and affirmed with impressive em- 
phasis the ultimate failure of violence. 


In the long run success went not to 
power and wealth and military victory; 
it belonged to goodness and self-sacrifice. 


Emphasizing the “duty of those who 
hold to the Christian tradition to seek 
peace and to welcome all efforts that 
make for peace,” Dr. Barnes advocated 
putting economic cooperation in the 
forefront of the country’s policy. “ For 
permanent peace in Europe we need 
economic contentment,” he-declared. 


‘ 


The night club (on the left) as 
it was, and (on the right) after 
conversion into the Dick Shep- 
pard Centre at Bayswater, the 
opening of which was reported 
It is London's first 
such 


last week. 


centre. 


NEWS 


Injustice to Natives 


in South Atrica 


HE so-called “white policy” in 
South Africa is the negation of 
right and justice, according to Mr. 
Justice Krause, who retired last 
week from the position of president 
of the Orange Free State Division 
of the Supreme Court of South 
Africa. 


In his farewell speech he also 
declared that natives paid an “ ini- 
quitous and unjust amount” in 
taxes, compared with Europeans. 

Merit and ability should count 
regardless of colour, he added. 


Indian Police 
Charged With 
Torture 


CASE of alleged torture came before 
a court in India on Thursday, when 
a European inspector, an Indian head 
constable, and two constables of the 
Punjab police appeared on a charge of 
“voluntarily causing a hurt to extort a 
confession or compel extortion of 
property.” ya 
The case was a sequel to the action of 
the High Court in quashing a sentence 
of transportation for life passed on a 
man named Kiroo for manslaughter of a 
policeman. 


They’ve Got a Past 


Because the man-in-the-sireet often 
only remembers vaguely that Quakers 
caused some trouble during the last war 
by identifying themselves with 
“conchies,” members of the Society of 
Friends are setting out to tell him of 
their past. 


They will recall William Penn and his 
treaty with the Indians, John Woolman 
and his fight against slavery and 
oppression, and John Bright, the orator 
and statesman—besides giving a peace 
message for the present time. 


The occasion will be a public meeting 
in Friends’ House, London, on Tuesday, 
at which non-pacifists will be parti- 
cularly welcome. 


Plays Arouse Interest 


Bristol Pax Players presented to a packed 
house in the Folk House, Bristol, on Saturday 
night, Leonard Hines’ play, These Things 
Shall Be. 


They preceded it with the play by Leslie 
Nicholls, Storm in June, which won them the 
Trophy at the International Pax Players One- 
Act Play Festival last year. 

The audience on Saturday was most ap- 
preciative, giving grounds for hoping that the 


play’s strong pacifist message will bear good 
fruit. 


and After 
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| Practical Policy 


As Basis of 


Today's Convention 


From a Correspondent 

THE Southampton Trades and Labour 

Council seems to have been led 
astray by the assumption of one of its 
leaders that the peace conventions 
which are being run throughout the 
country deal only with the apparently 
negative forms of pacifism. 

Actually, the conventions of the 
Parliamentary Pacifist Group are 
being held to secure support for a 
practical, constructive policy. 

At the convention to be held in the 
Coliseum, Southampton, today, this 
aspect of pacifism will again be in the 
foreground. 

Visitors’ tickets will be obtainable at 
the door. The convention begins at 
2.30 p.m. with James H. Hudson in the 
chair. The speakers include George 
Lansbury, MP, Dr. Alfred Salter, MP, 
Lord Arnold, the Rev. Henry Carter, and 
Canon Stuart D. Morris. 

(A report will appear next week.) 


Recruiting Drive 
Was Good for 
Pacifism 


From Our Own Correspondent 

The “Terriers” did not have it all 
their own way in Southall and Uxbridge 
last week. Every evening members of 
the Peace Pledge Union distributed 
leaflets to those entering and leaving 
the Odeon Cinema, where a Territorial 
recruiting film was being shown. Con- 
siderable interest was shown by the 
recipients. 

Indeed, it was felt that such a film 
helped rather than hindered the 
pacifist cause, but providing an oppor- 
tunity for putting the pacifist position 
before people who otherwise might 
not hear of it. 

On Saturday evening the hundreds of 
people who gathered in Uxbridge High 
Street witnessed another procession in 
addition to the recruiting march which 
they had come to see. 


“DON’T BE CAUGHT” 

Along the whole of the route a poster 
parade was carried out by 25 local PPU 
members. 

Such posters as, “War Can be 
Renounced” and “Did the Last War 
Defend Democracy? Think First, and 
Don’t be Caught Again!” were in 
striking contrast to the military 
display. 

This was apparently appreciated by 
the crowd, who showed agreement with 
the pacifist viewpoint. A large quantity 
of literature was distributed , and 
requests were made for information re- 
garding the movement, several giving 
names and addresses. 

It was felt that these efforts had been 
really worth while, and it is intended to 
hold a public open-air meeting opposite 
the War Memorial and RAF Main Depét 
on Saturday next at 8.30 p.m. 


E 


PEACE 


A Woman’s Point of View 


Statesmen of Nine Great 


Powers Renounce War — 


ULY accredited representa- 
Di of no fewer than nine 
great Powers have affixed 


their signatures to a treaty in which 
they 


Solemnly declare, in the names of their 
respective peoples, that they condemn re- 
course to war for the solution of interna- 
tional controversies and renounce it as an 
instrument of national policy in their 
relations with one another. 


The parties to this mternational peace 
pledge, almost identi- 


NATIONS’ cal with that of the 
PEACE PLEDGE Peace Pledge Union, 

include Germany, 
‘Italy, and Japan. France, Poland, 


Czechoslovakia, and Belgium have also 
signed, while Great Britain and all 
members of the British Empire, as well 
as the United States of America, have 
added their signatures to the treaty. 


All the signatory countries have 
ratified the signatures of their represen- 
tatives, and the treaty has accordingly 
come into force. 


x 


ROM the foregoing it may be thought 

that the Peace Pledge Union may 
soon go into liquidation, its main object 
having been achieved. 


Unfortunately, the news given above 

is not recent news, but 

WHY IT WAS ancient history. It is a 

FORGOTTEN bald statement of events 

which took place ten 

years ago—not in 1938 but in 1928. The 

treaty, which reads so like our own 

peace pledge, is merely the Kellogg Pact, 
signed at Paris in the summer of 1928. 


Why has this Pact, which ushered in 
a new era of hope for the nations, been 
forgotten? 


What has happened in the world 
during the last ten years to bring about 
the terrible change of heart that has 
made possible the present chaos and 
prospect of catastrophe? 


Is not one of the reasons for the 
failure of the Kellogg Treaty (which, 
unlike the Treaty of Versailles, was a 
free and unforced act of will on the 
part of the signatories), the infamous 
proviso addressed by the then British 
Foreign Secretary to the American 
Ambassador? 


Read and judge: 


“The language of Article 1,” wrote Sir 
Austen Chamberlain, “as to the renunciation 
of war as an instrument of national policy, 


renders it desirable that I should remind your 
Excellency that there are certain regions of 
the world the welfare and integrity of which 
constitute a special and vital interest for our 
peace and safety. 


“His Majesty’s Government have been at 
pains to make it clear in the past that inter- 
ference with these regions cannot be suffered. 
Their protection against attack is to the British 
Empire a measure of self-defence. It must be 
clearly understood that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in Great Britain accept the new Treaty 
upon the distinct understanding that it does 
not prejudice their freedom of action in this 
respect.” 


* 


YNICISM could not go _ further. 
Shorn of its diplomatic language, the 
Note appears to mean that, while Great 
Britain was willing to make a public 
avowal of absolute pacifism, she still 
reserved the right to go to war whenever 
she felt it necessary. 


Mark, moreover, that it is not a 
question of the Empire 
REMIND THEM being attacked. “Cer- 


OF IT tain regions of the 
world,” says the Note! 
Belgium, the Mediterranean, Czecho- 


slovakia, wherever Britain feels that 
the “integrity” of a region affects ‘er 
interest then, pacifism or no pacifism, 
solemn treaty or no solemn treaty, she 
marches, and to hell with idealism! 


How could the “ellogg Pact survive? 


But the spirit which prompted it, the 
urgent cry of the peoples for peace, 
which was so persistent and so arti- 
culate ten years ago that it made 
itself heard even in the councils of 
unwilling statesmen, that spirit must 
not be allowed to die. The govern- 
ments of all the signatory countries 
must be reminded of their solemn 
undertakings. 


If the series of peace talks whicn 
Mr. Chamberlain envisages and 
which has already had its begin- 
ning in the agreement with Italy, has 
any real meaning, then these talks must 
be based upon the foundation of the 
Kellogg Pact for the renunciation of war. 


A paragraph, reaffirming uncondi- 
tional belief in this idea, should have 
been inserted in the recent agreement 
with Italy. Any future agreement with 
Germany must also include such a 
paragraph. All the signatories of the 
Pact must be immediately invited to 
state their position with regard to it. 


The conscience of mankind cannot be- 
stifled in ten years. 
E. I. 


OTHER .WOMEN’S JOBS 


I have a gloomy presentiment thar 

someone will write and ask me, after 
reading this article, what other women's 
jobs have to do with peace. To Save 
them the trouble of writing, and myself 
the trouble of replying, I offer the ex- 
planation as a preface. 


The Peace Pledge Union Manifesto 
addressed itself “to all who seek peace 
within and between nations.” As a pre- 
liminary to peace between nations the 
Van Zeeland Report “to consider the 
economic and political causes of friction 
in the world” is recommended. 


As a preliminary to peace within 
nations I suggest that we need to 
study with equal seriousness the 
economic and political causes of 
friction in our own country. 


It is but a small part of such a study 
to be interested in other women’s jobs 
and the conditions under which other 
women work. But it is not to be de- 
spised for its smallness. Social investi- 
gation is a study which is made up of 
fragments, observations made accurately 
and without bias, diliger% and patient 
inquiry and systematic and intelligent 
note-taking. 


I would like to see every group 
throughout the country 

A JOB eagerly and devotedly 
FOR GROUPS interested in its parti- 
cular local problems. I 


would like to see a van Zeeland in every 
group, who would organize the investi- 
gation of local conditions, who would 
gather together a mass of information 
on as many aspects of local affairs as 
possible. 


It is not spectacular work. It is un- 
likely to give you the evangelistic thrill 
of haranguing the indifferent multitudes 
on your street corner. But it may well 
prove the foundation for practical peace- 
making within your own country. For 
without such work no reform, national 
or international, was ever accomplished. 


The Waitress 


I MET this week a young girl who 
works in a restaurant in London. 
She leaves home every morning at 

7.15 to get to work at eight. She does 

not stop to eat before she goes, for at 

nine she has breakfast in the restaurant. 

This is always the same: fried egg, bread 

and butter, and tea. Breakfast takes 

half an hour. 


She works from then until eleven, 
when she stops for lunch. Lunch is 
eaten in the restaurant so there is no 
refreshing change in her surroundings. 
By twelve she has to be on the floor 
again until the tea-time break at three. 


The food at lunch is not the same as 
that served to the customers. She herself 


NEWS 


Pages from the past of 


GHAEMANY 


What President Wilson’s Fourteen 
Points and special addresses said 
about the formation and union of 
new States: 


ri was on these terms that the Imperial 
German and Austrian Governments 
consented to sign the Armistices. 


Point three of the fourteen: 


“The removal, so far as possible, of all 
economic barriers and the establishment of 
an equality of trade conditions among all the 
nations consenting to the peace.” 


Address to Congress, September 27, 
1918: 


“No special or separate interest of any 
single nation or any group of nations can be 
made the basis of the settlement which is not 
consistent with the common interest of all.” 


Address to Congress, February 11: 

“Self-determination is not a mere phrase 

. . Every territorial settlement involved 
in this war must be made in the interest 
and for the benefit of the populations con- 
cerned, and not as part of any mere adjust- 


ment or compromise of claims among rival 
States.” 


Evidence of self-determination in 
the Austro-Hungarian dominions: 


October 21, 1918: 


“ Provisional National Assembly of German- 
Austria established, and a republican consti- 
tution adopted. Provisional Territorial As- 
semblies were formed for Lower and Upper 
Austria, Salzburg and Vorarlberg, Styria and 
Carinthia, with the exception of areas in- 
habited by Yugoslavs: Tyrol, without its 
southern part, mainly inhabited by Italians, 
German-Bohemia, and  Sudetenland. In 
actual practice, however, the executive power 
of German-Austria could not extend to these 
(ast two) territories as they were held by 
the Czechoslovak State... 


“The main task of the Provisional National 
Assembly . was to prepare the way for 
the Constituent Assembly. According to the 
electoral law passed by the Provisional As- 
sembly, the Constituent Assembly was to con- 
sist of 225 members who were to be elected 
in 38 constituencies on the basis of equal, 
secret, and personal suffrage, for all citizens 
at least twenty years of age, without dis- 
tinction of sex, and on the system of propor- 
tional representation. Actually, however, only 
170 members were returned, as no elections 
could be held in the territories occupied by 
Czechoslovakia, Italy and Yugoslavia.” 

— Encyclopedia Britannica, 
Volume 30. Pages 345-6. 


March 18, 1921: 


The Government of the province of Tyrol 
decided, in execution of a resolution passed 
by the Tyrol Diet, to hold a plebiscite on 
April 24 on the following question: “Do you 
demand union with ihe German Reich?" The 


does not care much for it, but says that 
most of the girls don’t complain. 

Tea consists of bread and butter and 
tea. At half past three she is on the 
floor again until closing time, which is 
at seven. She does not leave work 
until half past seven because there is 
clearing up to be done. 

At half past seven her day officially 
ends, but she is delayed by the fact that 
over thirty people have to use one small 
dressing room, where there is one wash 
basin and two lavatories. The kitchen 
workers eat their meals in this room. 
The manageress. the under-manageress, 
and the cashier share a separate room. 

On Saturday the shop is closed at 


a ——— Contributions 


from Readers 


If any reader cares to send an 
account of her job I shall be glad 
to have it. Names, either of indi- 
viduals, of places, or of firms, will 
not be published. 

Contributions should be addressed 
to: “Woman's Point of View,” 
PEACE NEWS, 17 Featherstone 


Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


2.30 and the girls leave at three, or as 
soon after as the difficulties of washing 
and changing out of uniform in a 
crowded room permit. 


Each girl leaves at three on one day 
of the week, and on Fridays closing 
time is half past five. Girls have to 
work on one Sunday a month, for which 
they are paid 5s. Girls in West End 
shops have to work on one Sunday a 

fortnight. After being 
WHAT SHE with the firm for a year 
EARNS — they get a week’s holiday 

every year with pay. 


Girls working in shops in various 
parts of London may be asked to relieve 
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ame AUSTRIA 


Second article by 


S. D. USHERWOOD 


result of this plebiscite was: 144,324 for union 
and 1,794 against. 


April 27, 1921: 


The Diet of the province of Salzburg 
decided to hold a plebiscite on May 29 on 
the following question: “Do you demand the 
Anschluss to Germany?” The result of the 
plebiscite was: 103,000 for the Anschluss, and 
800 against; there were 200 invalid ballot 
Papers. 

The province of Styria decided to hold a 
plebiscite for the Anschluss to Germany on 
May 29, 1921 Owing to pressure from the 
Allies this plebiscite did not take place, and 
further plebiscites for the other Austrian pro- 
vinces were postponed. 


How the Allies made and kept the 
Armistices: 


November 3, 1918. Armistice signed 
by Austria: 


“The elimination of both Turkey and 
Austria-Hungary left the field clear for us to 
concentrate on terms for Germany... By 
the afternoon of November 4, the Council 
(Supreme War Council of the Allies) had 
agreed to the text of the Armistice to be 
offered, and had also adopted resolutions as 
to the further military steps to be taken 
against Germany, should she decline to sign 
the Armistice. 

“These included the establishment of an 
Allied line along the German-Austr.ian 
frontier, the massing of Czechs and Slovaks 
in Bohemia and Galicia, bringing up the 
Salonika forces ... and carrying out heavy 
bombing operations by means of aerodromes 
set up in Bohemia.” 


—Lloyd George’s War Memories, 
Volume 6. Pages 3317-8. 


November 11, 1918. Armistice signed 
by Germany. There is no reference to 
previous correspondence in it. 


November 13. 1918. Armistice signed 
by Hungary— 


“The general view was that Germany had 
negotiated on behalf of both herself and her 
Allies; and indeed the Wilsonian terms which 
Germany accepted made explicit references 
both to Austria-Hungary and to Turkey.” 


~—Eleventh Edition Encyclopedia 
Britannica. Volume 32. Page 36. 


“The Czechs occupied not only all the 
Sudetic territories populated by Germans but 
also a few strips of land on the borders of 
Lower Austria. 


“The Yugoslavs, going beyond the Slovene 
territories of Southern Styria, stretched out 


their hands toward the purely German towns 
of Marburg and Radkersburg.” 


—Encyclopedia Britannica. 
Volume 30. Page 349. 


those in West End shops that are open 
until ten. The rate for overtime is nine- 
pence an hour. 

Commission varies from firm to firm, 
but ranges from ld. to 6d. in the £1. 

The girl I interviewed made very little 
in commission as her shop was not a 
particularly busy one. 

Junicrs under eighteen earn 22s. a 
week, although they do the same work 
as the older ‘waitress. Those‘ over 
eighteen earn 26s. At the end of the 
first and second year arise of “2s. is 
given. At the end of the third year the 
rise drops to ls. And after that there is 
no further increase, no matter how long 
one works for the firm: 

Out of this wage ls. 9d. is paid for the 
week’s meals, Is. for uniform, and Is. 3d. 
for insurance. 

No.money is stopped for breakages. 
Tips are almost negligible in amount. 
The staff box on the counter is for the 
kitchen workers. 

Those girls who live at home can 
manage to exist on this wage, but many 
of the girls come from the Provinces 
and have to live by themselves. The 
most common solution of this problem 
is for two girls to share a room or 
couple of rooms and pool their resources. 

The difficulties of such an arrange- 
ment are less financially, but privacy is 
reduced to a minimum and friends have 
to be shared like the rent. 

Expenses on food are not high but 
shoes and stockings are heavy items. 
These have to be neat and tidy and in 
good repair. Money has to be spent, 
too, on hair trimming, for a pleasing 
appearance is one of the qualifications 
for the job. : 

Budgeting on this income is a job that 
even the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
would not envy. 

M. S. 

“Women Talking” will appear again 
next week. 
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“ AT this pace,” said one Frenchman 

last night, “we shall very soon 
have full Dominion status!” (Daily 
Herald report of Anglo-French conversa- 
tions.) 


FATAL IN WAR-TIME 


For years now in England servants 
have been growing scarcer. Should war 
break out the flight to the factories 
would make us almost destitute of 
domestic help of any kind. And get 
nothing is done about it—except grum- 
bling. (Letter in the Herts and Essex 
Observer, April 16.) 


CAUSE AND EFFECT 

A world peace plan from Mr. Mala- 
thany of Madras, whose moustache 
measures 64 inches from tip to tip. Paul 
Dehn in the Sunday Referee, April 24, 


sayS:- 
Mr. Malathany, whom I saw here in 
March a year ago, wanted to start a 


“moustache centre” in London delivered 

himself of the immortal statement: * Let us 

all keep fine moustaches and I guarantee 

peace in the world.” 

In Germany it is a case of toothbrush 
moustache and arming to the teeth. 
(Forward, April 30.) 


POINTS OF VIEW 


From a reader’s letter: 


. should like to see something like the 
poster some weeks ago-—-" Don't be fooled by 
ARP "“—as that apparently caught the eye of 
ihe public. 


From another reader's letter: 


... have brief titles with names: anything 
but of the type “ Don't be fooled by ARP ”— 
tar too negative. 


WOULD THIS HAVE 
PLEASED ? 
Last year an Irish paper, An Phob- 


lacht (The Republic) brought out this 
poster for its first number: 


DAMN YOUR 
CONCESSIONS : 


WE WANT OUR 
COUNTRY ! 


REMEMBER THIS ONE ? 

in January of last year readers were 
very interested (though. again, some 
were displeased) in a PEACE NEWS 
article suggesting that the Crystal 
Palace fire might have been a case of 
“ official arson.” 


On that occasion the News Chronicle 
quoted the article on its front page, 


obtained an official denial, and put out 
this poster: 


WHAT WE DESERVE 


Our Premier is one of those rare gifts 
which the gods are apt to bestow upon 
honest, simple England after a period 
of tantalizing trial and in the hour of 
need. (National.) 


INSOMNIA 

IT have a perfect terror of the abolition 
of the arms industry. (Sir Maurice 
Hankey, before the Royal Commission 
on Arms.) 


Perawn by J. C. Walker 


Courtesy, South Wales Echo 


Why, if it isn’t old Musselassie ! 


PERSONALIA 


N Aiddleton Murry writes an article for 
IVE Ws this week. He has always been 
one of our most popular contributors 
and no doubt those who turned avidly 
to his “Weekly Commentary” will 
welcome the reappearance of his name. 
Convinced at one time of the neces- 
sity of communism. Middleton Murry 
is now even more strongly convinced 
of the urgent necessity of pacifism. and 
during the last few months he has 
spoken frequently from pacifist 
platforms. 

In 1926 he published a Life of Jesus. 
which was highly esteemed by Dick 
Sheppard. 

Middleton Murry was born in 1889. He 
published his first book in 1917 and has 
written at least one book a year since. 

He lives near Norwich and his hobby 
is given as “ gardening.” 


YOUNGEST P.P.U. 
SPONSOR 


DEADERS of PEACE NEWS will be 

interested to know that Humphrey 
S. Moore, its editor. has been elected a 
Sponsor of the PPU. 

A little investigation reveals two facts. 
He is the third Quaker Sponsor. He is 
also the youngest. 

Humphrey S. Moore is at present away 
on holiday. He is spending one week at 
Crich, Derbyshire. which he describes as, 
his favourite haunt. From there he goes 
on to Dunster. in Somerset. which he 
describes as his second favourite. 

What he thinks about Featherstone 
Buildings isn't revealed. For that is 
where he spends his third week! 


C.0. DURING 
GREAT WAR 
ilfred Wellock’'s is another name 


which must be added to the list of 
those who “did time” during the Great 


War as conscientious objectors. Alto- 
gether he was “in” for two years. 
He is an ex-chairman of the No 


More War Movement and ex-MP for 
Stourbridge. He is at present prospec- 


tive Labour candidate for the same 

constituency. 

An eight months’ tour of Holland. 
Germany, and Austria. - studying 


economic conditions. has given him a 
better insight than most journalists into 
the evils of the present-day economic 
system. 

Not long ago he did a four months’ 
lecture tour of America and Canada. 


HERE IS A DIFFERENT 

OUTLOOK 

NOW. here is another “ unknown.” one 
of those pacifists whose outlook 


differs very widely from that of most 
others. 


His name is K. Beal. He lives in 
Surrey. He has an absolute detestation 
of what he calls “doctrinaire claptrap, 
Christianity coloured pink.” s 

He spzaks five languages: Spanish, German, 
French. Swedish, and Gaelic. 

His main interest is litcrature and _ his 
favourite proverb: ~ Visit your aunt, but not 
every day.” 

‘There is something wrong about people 
who have to herd together for spiritual sup- 
port. These group meetings and study circles 
resembles flocks of cold sheep. It is in isola- 
tion that a man finds moral courage.” 

According to Mr. Beal. peace move- 
ments are spending too much time dis- 
cussing the horrors of warfare. instead 
of developing Dick Sheppard's ideal of 

Christian bonhomie. 

It is an interesting viewpoint, at any 
rate. 


Twenty-one Years 
Ago 


From the New Crusader, May I, 191%. 
URING this “fight for liberty” a 
stupendous thing has happened— 

something which turns all our school- 

day history to confusion. 


By a House of Lords judgment, the 
thirty-ninth and fortieth chapters of the 
Magna Charta are over-ridden, the 
Petition of Right was evidently a fuss 
about nothing. the Habeas Corpus Act is 
buried beneath a regulation. and we .re 
returning to the principle of the Star 
Chamber. Royal Prerogative. and Lettres 
de Cachet. 


Lord Shaw. in his 
ment. says: 


dissenting judg- 


No far-fetched illustrations are needed; for, 
my Lords. there is something which may and 
does move the actions of men often far more 
than origin or assocition. and that is religion. 


Under its influence men may cherish beliefs 
which are very disconcerting to the Govern- 
ment of the day, and hold opinions which the 
Government may consider dangerous to the 
safety of the realm. And so. if the principle 
of this construction of the statute be sound, 
to what a strange pass nave we come! A 
regulation may issue against Roman Catholics 
—all. or say. in the south of Ireland. or 
against Jews—all. or say. in the east of 
London—thev may lose their liberty without 
trial. aoe Vested with this power of pro- 
scription. and permitted to enter the sphere 
of opinion and belief. they. who alone can 
judge as to public safety and defence. may 
reckon a political creed their special care, 
and if that creed be socialism. pacifism, re- 
publicanism, the persons holding such creeds 
may be regulated out of the way although 
never deed was done or word uttered by them 
which could be charged as a crime. The in- 
most citadel of our liberties would be thus 
attacked. For. as Sir Erskine May observes, 
this is “the greatest of all our liberties— 
liberty of opinion.” 


The Colonial Secretary 


agrees with . . . 


YAS it not perfectly 
Ormsby-Gore) asked, 
today was quite useless unless there was 
armed strength behind it, and a national 
resolve behind that armed strength? 

They had to face the fact that diplomacy 
and representations, sending notes and mak- 
ing speeches, counted for nothing unless 
behind them there was the power to back 
them up by national force in the last resort. 

-- Daily Telegraph, April 11. 


clear, he (Mr. 
that diplomacy 


Dr. Goebbels 


HE London press. playing the governess, 
as usual, says that the disturbing element 
about Hitler is that the does everything by 
force instead of negotiating. 
negotiated often enough. 


But we have 
A moment comes 
when words are of no more use and action 
becomes necessary.—Dr. Goebbels reported 
in the Daily Telegraph, April 8. 
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NomemaR iG mes for 
Modern Times 


Drawn by Audrey Wynne 


There was a little man, and he had a 
little gun, 
And his bullets were made of lead, lead, 
lead; 
He went to the war and saw a little man 
And shot him right through the head, 
head, head. 


Then he went back home to his old wife 
Joan, 
And told her a bed to make, make, 
make; 
And he told her of the man he had shot 
in the war 
Who would sleep and never would wake, 
walze, wake. 


But Joan said nothing, for she thought 
of the man 

That Jack had shot in the head, head, 
head; 

And she thought of the woman who 

was waiting at hame, 

And who'd sleep in an empty bed, bed, 

bed. 


Notices referring to the opportunities 
“for security and a career” in the army 
and navy now appear on official notice- 
boards in New York City. 


PRINTING AND PUBLICITY 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245-7, CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 
LONDON, N.W.2. 


Telephone: - + - + +« GLAdstone 
e 


Peace 


1234. 


100% Members Pledge Union 


FOOD WITHOUT SLAUGHTER 


Why not try the Vegetarian Way ? 


FREE LITERATURE ON APPLICATION TO 
The Vegetarian Society, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2. 


CURE CATARRH WITH 
ALLYSOL 


THE » NATURAL ANTISEPTIC 


Powerful, but narmless. No drug effect, contains 
garlic, but does not taint the breath. 
Tablets: 3.- box, post free, from 
G. Millwood, Boxhill Road, Tadworth, Surrey. 


A. LESLIE JARRATT 


Motor Engineer 


CHURCHFIELD AVENUE, 
FINCHLEY, N.12 


will be pleased to have the 
opportunity of servicing your car 


NEW AND SECOND-HAND CARS 
SUPPLIED 


London Members phone 
HILLSIDE 2744 to arrange for collection 


, 


“., at last the right book has been written’ 


THE HEART 


The Prevention and Cure of Cardiac Conditions 


By JAMES C. THOMSON 
{Thorsons, 5s. 6d.) 
A. S. Neill writes—‘*. . . the most optimistic 
book I have read on any medical subject... 
I wish I could give away a million copies."” 
From a Medical Doctor :—*. .. . I feel that 
at last the right book has been written... 
the needs of both patient and practitioner are 
supplied. 
Health & Life Editorial :—“* . , . combining 
sound physiology, sound reasoning, sound psy- 
chology and sound instruction . .. has its 
roots firmly in the strong soil of observation, 
technical knowledge and experience.”’ 
From all Booksellers, or 3s. 10d. by post from 
E.S.N.T., 11 Drumsheugh Gardens, 
Edinburgh, 
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FASCISM IN THE 
EAST 


Where are you going, Japan? By Willard 
Price. Heinemann. 15s. 


Japan in China. By Kiyoshi Kawakami. 
John Murray. 5s. 


Reviewed by Wilfred Wellock 


V7 HERE are you going, Japan? isa 

most impressive book, and pur- 
ports to throw light upon one of the 
outstanding problems of the day—the 
position, power and aims of Japan. It 
presents us with a series of clearly out- 
lined, delicately tinted pictures, the ob- 
vious aim of which is to convince the 
reader that Japan is irrepressible and 
is destined to fill the role of missionary, 
of industrial and spiritual guide, to the 
peoples of the Far East. 


The first picture is of Japan itself, and 
in particular of Japan’s backbone, an 
idealized peasant who vainly strives to 
scratch a living on the two-acre farm to 
which modern conditions, including 
Western imperialism, have reduced him, 
in a country subjected to earthquakes, 
tornados and volcanic eruptions. 


This peasant is surrounded with news- 
papers and magazines, the radio and the 
telephone, and is well informed cn the 
mighty conflicts, economic, political and 
military that are today convulsing the 
world, including, of course, the economic 
injustices under which Japan labours. 


We are thus shown a nation rising up 
in its might and training itself to under- 
take a divine mission, that of freeing 
the East from the yoke of Western im- 
perialism, and even of founding a new 
order of civilization. 


Notwithstanding his dislike of emi- 
gration, the patriotic call to participate 
in this divine mission is driving the 
Japanese into every corner of the Far 
East. Our author, an American journa- 
list, has been following him on _ his 
patriotic trail, and reveals him at work 
in Manchuria, Korea, the Philippines, 
the Yellow Seas, the Dutch East Indies. 
Australia, &c. 


It is a glowing and rather startling 
account, and is strongly pro-Japanese; 
but it completely ignores the regenera- 
tive forces that are at work in the Far 
East, and particularly in China. What 
it does reveal is the magnitude of the 
problem which the fascist (eastern 
style) regime of Japan is creating. 


Here is a nation which from necessity 
has developed an unexampled capacity 
for thrift. She has learnt all that the 
West has to teach in the application of 
science to life. and is setting out with 
great religious fervour to fulfil a divine 
mission. that of working out the destiny 
of the Far East. To this problem of the 
divine mission of fascism pacifism must 
devote more attention. 


Japan in China reveals the spirit in 
which Japan will seek to become the 
mistress of the Far East unless she be 
allowed greater freedom of intercourse 
and reasonable opportunity for expan- 
sion 


Here is a picture of imperialism at its 
worst. The writer does not hide his con- 
tempt for everything Chinese, against 
which his passion for the “ civilizing” 
mission of Japan assumes the form of a 
jackboot. 


He eventually gives three reasons for 
Japan's invasion of China: first, China’s 
attack upon Japan: second, communist 
support of China; and third, Japan’s im- 
possible economic condition and the 
necessity of extending her trade and 
obtaining essential raw materials. 


It would have been more honest if the 
author had cut off the first reason and 
spared the reader the futile inquiry into 
military “incidents” since, as everybody 
knows, and as the last of the above 
reasons makes clear, Japan regards it 
‘as her “mission” to “ dssist” China to 
develop her econamic resources. More- 
over the author does harm to his case 
by obvious over-colouring of his story 
of Russian aggression in China. In the 


PEACE NEWS 


NEW BOOKS 


end Japan’s conquest of China is de- 
fended on the ground of the economic 
interdependence of the two countries. 


What both these books make clear is 
that unless a short cut to world economic 
cooperation can be found, catastrophe 
will follow catastrophe until the whole 
world is plunged into an era of cor- 
porativism. 


LIVES OF WORKING MEN 


Seven Shifts. Edited by Jack Common. 
Secker & Warburg, 7s. 6d. 


This is the kind of book a student of 
history grabs at when, decades after it 
was published, he sees it, broken-backed 
and stained, in the twopenny box of 
some second-hand book-dealer’s barrow. 


He turns the pages and reads of what 
was happening to English working men 
and women years before he was born, 
and he shudders (let us hope things will 
have changed sufficiently by then to 
make the student shudder) as he reads. 


The trouble which modern students of, 
say, the early nineteenth century, find 
is that then the proletariat was mute. 
What would we give for the story of a 
day in the life of a cotton spinner, a 
“belt and chain” woman pulling coal 
tubs in the pits, of a chimney sweep’'s 
apprentice, written not of them but 
by them? 

Things are changed nowadays. Work- 
ing men, such as the seven authors of 
the papers in the volume under review, 
can communicate their experiences, can 
convey, vividly, what it means to earn 
one’s daily bread as a plasterer, a steel 
worker, a railwayman, and also what it 
means to be denied the privilege of not 
earning one’s bread, but of having it 
dished out as a dole. 


This book is full of quotable stuff; it 
is not romantic and is not for roman- 
tically inclined people. It achieves what 
it sets out to do, that is, to tell the story 
of the lives of the working men who 
are its authors. It is a book that will 
profitably repay reading. 

WALTER GREENWOOD. 


THE “LONG UNEMPLOYED” 


Men Without Work.—A report made to 
the Pilgrim Trust. With an intro- 
duction by the Archbishop of York 
and preface by Lord MacMillan. 
Cambridge University Press. 17s. 6d. 


This book is the result of the labours 
of a splendid team of research workers 
under the chairmanship of the Arch- 
bishop of York and financed by the 
Pilgrim Trust. The work of interview- 
ing the unemployed and collecting the 
raw material for the statistical tables 
has not been “contracted out,” so that 
the reader feels that the writers of the 
report really do get to grips with their 
problem. 


The problem which forms the basis 
of the report is that of the “ long unem- 
ployed "—the man who has been out of 
work for twelve months or more. The 
problem is approached from the in- 
dividual viewpoint and the basis of the 
majority of the tables is the information 
obtained by personal visits to the unem- 
ployed in their homes and club centres. 


As it was obviously impossible to visit 
all the 300,000 who were termed “ long 
unemployed ” at the time of the inquiry, 
it was decided to take a sample of 1,000 
from six different areas of England and 
Wales. These areas: Deptford, Leicester, 
Liverpool, Blackburn, the Rhondda, and 
Crook (Durham), were chosen to repre- 
sent areas with different types of unem- 
ployment together with different prob- 
lems. 


The unemployed in each of the areas 
are analysed according to age, family 
connexions, social contacts, and attitude 
toward changing their trade and trans- 
ference to more prosperous areas. 


The results all go to emphasize what 
is recognized to be one of the greatest 
difficulties of government and of the 
social service movement, namely, that 
the problems vary from place to place, 
according to the local level of unem- 


ployment, the local level of wages, the 
social and cultural background and the 
general standard of living. 


Perhaps the greatest contrast in this 
respect is offered by the Rhondda and 
Liverpool. The former has a traditional 
background of communal life, with high 
domestic and cultural standards, while 
Liverpool, accustomed to a certain degree 
of casual employment, and with a large 
part of its unemployed living in slums, 
presents a picture of poverty relieved 
by the excitement of films and football 
pools. 


The last section of the book deals with 
the present and future of the social ser- 
vice movement, especially in the de- 
pressed areas. The investigators seem 
to believe that too much can be done in 
the way of clubs, free clothing, cheap 
materials, &c., and that this, because 
unemployment assistance allowances are 
based on family needs, while wages dis- 
regard a man’s dependents, will make 
an increasing number resign themselves 
to permanent unemployment. 


While it is true that some people will 
always be work-shy, it seems unfair to 
criticize institutions which are without 
doubt performing useful work under 
difficulties. 

M. GOODFELLOW. 


PACIFISM REJECTED 


Geneva and the Drift to War. Problems 
of Peace, Twelfth Series. George 
Allen and Unwin. 7s. 6d. 

These twelve papers read before the 
Geneva Institute of International Rela- 
tions last summer do not claim to be 
more than brief general surveys of past 
events and tendencies, and suggestions 
for future policies in the international 
field. As outlines they are concise, and 
many of them are as impartial and un- 
doctrinnaire as one could wish. 

Four papers are directly topical: those 


dealing with the international reper-- 


cussions of the Spanish conflict, with 
French and Russian policy in regard to 
the League, and with the social and econ- 
omic changes effected in America by the 
New Deal. 

Andrew Tass, who deals with Soviet 
foreign policy, is definite and authorita- 
tive—Russia believes “ Better a League 
without universality, than universality 
without League principles” (M. Lit- 
vinov), though what League “principles” 
could be achieved by a League boycotted 
by three powerful nations it is difficult 
to see; Russia’s policy would make the 
term League of Nations even more of 
mockery than it is now. 

M. Kayser’s account of French policy 
is a pale repetition of this, with more 
lip service paid to ideals of international- 
ism,.and a better appreciation that the 
world still needs internationalism above 
all else, for a solution of its problems. 

Edgar Mowrer’s story of the Spanish 
War leans definitely to the Left and 
repeats what we have heard many times 
about the iniquity of non-intervention, 
the fearful consequences to democracy 
of a fascist Spain. and the consequent 
need for united democratic action. These 
papers all argue in detail in favour of 
a system of mutual assistance and 
security pacts, which Sir Norman Angell 
expounds in two different papers. 

On the really constructive side the 
papers on the International Health Or- 
ganization by Dr. Mackenzie, and on 
“ Peaceful Change,” by Malcolm Davis, 
should be read and digested by pacifists 
and nationalists. The note of pessimism 
which pervades these papers is also the 
keynote of Dr. Gooch’s paper on “ The 
Breakdown of Collective Security.” It 
is sadly admitted that the solution of 
many of the world’s problems is im- 
possible by the international machinery, 
for this only works when lubricated by 
the oil of the desire for international 
understanding and action. 

All these writers reject the possibility 
of pacifism, indeed they do not take the 
suggestion of pacifism into consideration 
at all. This book will be suggestive of 
discussion to all interested in the 
problems of peace, but it would have 
been even more valuable if it had in- 
cluded a paper by George Lansbury. 

NANCY SALINGER. 


EMPIRE EXODUS 


The Next British Empire. By R. A. 
Piddington. John Murray, 6s. 

Mr. Piddington is worried about the 

approaching decline in the- population 


May 7, 1938 


FOR YOUR PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 
Earlier Books Recalled by 

Patrick Richards 


WORLD WITHOUT WAR. By 
Philip Smithells. Dent. 2s. 6d. 

A short fable precedes a plain, 
unexaggerated account of the 
causes and nature of war, the gains 
and losses from 1914, and the 
propaganda at home. Intended 
primarily for children, this simple 
appeal to commonsense, stresses 
the heroism of peace and the im- 
portance of international friend- 
ship and the individual as opposed 
to mob-action. It pricks the bub- 
ble of military “ glory,” and pleads 
for a sympathetic understanding of 
German problems. 


of the United Kingdom. He is appalled 
at the squalid congestion of these isles, 
and at many other things besides, such 
as county council architecture and the 
fertility of the unemployed. 


In the first part of the book he relates 
all our troubles to overcrowding, and in 
support of his thesis advances theories 
which have been frowned upon by the 
foremost authorities on population 
growth. He does not shrink from apply- 
ing to human problems the results of 
experiments conducted with fruit flies. 


Intent upon making a strong case, he 
omits to mention many facts that con- 
flict with his theories. Thus, when he 
writes about unemployment, we are left 
with the impression that the number of 
unemployed will show parallel variation 
with movements of the birth rate. This, 
indeed. is far from being the case. 


In the second part of his book, Ir. 
Piddington gives a recipe for the reform 
of British imperialism. Now that our 
population shows signs of decline, the 
British Empire is too big and too scat- 
tered to be adequately defended. It is 
therefore suggested that those unfortun- 
ate Dominions that still have a native 
population should be abandoned, and 
that a New British Empire should be 
constructed from Canada and the Com- 
monwealth of Australia. The Govern- 
ment and teeming millions of Britain 
would then be evacuated to Canada 
where, with plenty of room for further 
expansion, they would be able to pro- 
create abundantly and produce a popu- 
lation large enough to protect its pos- 
sessions, 


This part of the book is attractive and 
almost convincing, and would have made 
an admirable basis for a_ scientific 
romance in the Wellsian mode. 


VICTORY AND FAILURE 


Champion. By Jack Hilton. Jonathan 
Cape. 8s. 6d. 


The author of this novel will >e 
known to many as a contributor to 
The Adelphi. 


Champion is a novel dealing with the 
lives of two workers, who find them- 
selves “up against it.” One gets out cf 
his poverty by using his fists and 
becoming a champion boxer. The other 
stays in the abyss, using his intellect 
and voice agitating for socialism. There 
is victory for one. and failure for the 
other. 


Tt is the way Mr. Hilton tells his story 
that makes it more effective than 
speeches and pamphlets can be. He takes 
us back to the early days of the last 
war, and we live them all over again. 


Here are all the notions which were 
held by good, honest working man, that 
it was his duty to fight the Germans. 
Here is the wife’s look at him, her feel- 
ings, the last hour they have together. 
Then comes the armistice scene with the 
universal “never again.” 


The story goes on up to the present 
day, with present-day forgetfulness of 
the “never again.” There is an 
emphasis of the need for a real peace 
urge and progressive determination. 


Champion is one of those novels which 
are written because the author feels he 
must. It is no pot-boiler, but has been 
sweated from the author by the urge of 
necessity. 

A. E. T. 
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Dear Sit ws 


MORE VIEWS ON A.R.P. 


'THE question of ARP has been a mat- 

ter of serious concern to me lately, 
and I suggest here the approach suit- 
able for pacifists. 

1. That as we are busy working for con- 

stru...lve peace we have no time for ARP. 
. 2. That as ARP belong to the military 
machine, those who believe in both are those 
who should be active in either way, and for 
us to assume their task can arise only from 
a self-conceit that we are indispensable. 

3. That as certain people believe in the 
principle of ARP, we should respect their be- 
lief. Lut we must explain the reasons for 
our own attitude, and criticize the ineffective- 
ness of ARP. 

4. That we should constantly affirm our 
belief that war can be avoided, and that this 
is dealing with the cause and not merely 
alleviating the symptom. ; 

Those who still feel that the danger 
or likelihood of trouble is still great can 
learn First Aid in their private capacity, 
without either encouraging the war 
seare, wasting their time, or leaving 
themselves unprepared for any eventu- 
ality. 

I am personally sure that 170,000 reso- 
lute spirits can, and will prevent what 
all the world fears—a major war in 


Europe. 
. KENNETH A. LEE. 


9 Mowbray Road, N.W.6. 


Did I dream it, or did I really read a letter 
in PEACE NEWS suggesting that enrolment 
in ARP should carry automatic exemption 
from combatant service in war-time? Does 
your corespondent suggest that ane form of 
military service is, to the pacifist, less cul- 
pable than another? Has it never occurred 
to him that there are many—by no means 
paciists—who are also looking to ARP to 
give them an excuse to avoid actual fighting 
while still allowing them to blow their 
patriotic trumpets? Does he not realize that 
probably many an ARP enthusiast in his own 
town is on the look-out for a cushy job? 

Or was he writing with his tongue in his 
cheek and is he smiling now because someone 
has risen to the bait? 

NORMAN CANNELL. 


Wingfield Road, Alfreton. 


In reply to the letter from J. Mesc:nger 
in your issue of April 23, asking for an alter- 
native to cooperation in ARP. I think this 
correspondent is suffering from the same 
complaint as many more _ public-spirited 
people. They are all anxious to do something 
and they feel that the proposals prepared 
by the Government constitute the only possi- 
ble line of action. 

Further they feel—with John Hilton in his 
recent broadcast—that participation in ARP 
does not itself imply ill feeling or injury to 
anybody, and it is a purely humanitarian 
activity. I recommend such pacifists to think 
just a little further through this question, 
and ask themselves what is making ARP 
necessary. Surely a more useful activity for 
pacifists is to make an insistent and con- 
tinuous demand for the abolition of the 
bombing aeroplane. 

This, to my mind, is the alternative J. 
Messenger is seeking and in prosecuting same 
he will have the satisfaction of tackling the 
matter at its root, and not be condoning what 
is after all, only a tissue paper defence for 
helpless people. 

THOMAS ABBOTT. 


4 Stanford Street, Nottingham. 


Agreeing, as I think we must, that any 
members of the PPU enlisted in ARP will be 
absolutely under military control and com- 
mand, it is impossible to disguise the fact 
that they would be facilitating the processes 
that lead to war. 

I can only think that if a large proportion 
of PPU members go over to ARP, not only 
will they be lost to the cause of peace, but 
those remaining outside will be reduced to 
impotency, and militarism will pursue its 
policy free of encumbrance. It would be the 
insertion of a wedge that would split the 
PPU asunder and scatter its members into 
hopeless and helpless units. 

Union is our only strength. 

Is it not imperative that the sponsors of 
the PPU should give a definite lead in this 
all-important matter? 

Certainly “persona! conscience” must decide 
the issue: but the value of conscientious de- 
cision depends entirely upon the degree of 
reason, intelligence and in:ight by which it 
is guided. 

L. E. BRISCOE. 

Littlecote, Hever, Edenbridge, Kent. 


TEA TAX 


Let us hope that all pacifists, by 
giving up tea, will show their de- 
termination to make personal 
sacrifices for peace, now that the 
increased tax on tea is avowedly to 
be devoted-to rearmament. 

BEATRICE WORRALL. 

93, Briarwood Road, Stoneleigh. 


In your issues of both April 16 and 23 
reference is made to a letter printed in 
The Times of April 11, from a Mr. 
Harvard Mentana, of Brighton, angrily 
criticizing the PPU air raid precautions 


leaflet, A Message to Every Householder. - 


Feeling this to call for some answer, 
above all in one particular, I sent the 
following letter to the editor of The 
Times. 


If one wishes to abuse a thing, one should 
at least pause to look at it long enough to 
see it as it really is. Mr. Harvard Mentana 
quotes from the Peace Pledge Union leaflet 
“left at my house recently, under cover of 
darkness,” the words: “ Air raid precautions 
are in one scnse ineffective,” whereas the 
leaflet actually states the reverse of this: 
“This does not mean that air raid precau- 
tions,” &c. 


What he terms, with equal disregard of 
accuracy, “subversive nonsense” is in truth 
rather a series of facts and arguments from 
those facts which he makes not the slightest 
attempt to counter, and which by no means 
only the “ignorant and uninformed masses” 
have found, if not always completely convinc- 
ing, only too deeply disquieting. Certainly 
it will need more than hard words and anger 
to dispel their impression. 


Although I had always regarded it as 
only common decency that a newspaper 
giving publicity to an erroneous state- 
ment by one correspondent should per- 
mit its correction, The Times had printed 
neither my letter nor any other on the 
subject, apparently preferring that Mr. 
Mentana’s mis-quotation should stand 
rather than that a reasonable response 
to him should be given publicity. 


J. R. OSBORN. 
22, Banbury Road, Oxford. 


I have follov.ci with interest the corres- 
pondence regarding the pacifist’s attitude to 
ARP, and it seems to me that the essential 
difference between the two opposing views is 
that of faith. 

If the individual believes whole-heartedly 
that war is not inevitable—in spite of the 
sign of the times—then he has, in my opinion, 
no alternative but to reject the whole busi- 
ness, not so much because of its ineffective- 
ness but because it is unnecessary. His faith 
is so strong that it does not allow him to 
contemplat2 the failure, or partial failure, of 
pacifism which the outbreak of war would 
involve. These folk are the salt of the earth. 

On the other hand, there is the pacifist 
who believes that although his faith is the 
only true way to peace, the world will not 
accept it yet awhile and will have to learn 
its lesson (as, perhaps, he himself did) 
through the agony of further conflict. This 
type of pacifist can, quite easily, visualize 
the immediate and temporary failure of paci- 
fism and will not therefore ignore the part 
he may be able to play in the event of 
catastrophe. As Gerald Heard has said some- 
where, “he will be able to show that he is 
worth more alive than dead.” 

In this matter of ARP we shall act accord- 
ing to the faith that is in us, and that, I[ 
believe, is the reason why the policy of head- 
quarters is to leave it to the individual mem- 
ber. 

S.C. W. GILL. 

“ Winsford,” 55 Pembury Avenue, 

Worcester Park. 


Surely many readers are missing the true 
Pacifist sentiment with regard to ARP. 

For apart trom the hypocrisy of a person 
condemning ARP while entertaining the 
thought of ever wearing a gas-mask, should 
not we determine the point which divides 
practical pacifism from negative sentimental- 
ism—often presented as humanitarianism. 

All who have ever witnessed an extremely 
angry person strike another and meet with 
no retaliation must know that sooner or 
later, often instantly after the blow is given, 
the striker experiences regret. 

if therefore we are unwilling to relieve 
men of their angry stings by shouldering our 
crosses, at what point will they realize the 
falseness of hate? When, in fact, is the 
magic of “resist not evil” set free? 


Fad. KEMP. 
10 Hoath Hill, Mountfield, Robertsbridge. 


Writing in his Diocesan Magazine, the 
Bishop of Exeter states what he considers to 
be the duty of clergy regarding ARP. Should 
the necessity arisé they must be prepared 
to minister to the dying during air-raid at- 
tacks. For this purpose they must be familiar 
with the precautions to be taken. 

Were the situation visualized by the Bishop 
not so terribly tragic, it would be grotesquely 
hurr orous to imagine him ministering conso- 
lation to the dying, decked out in a gas-mask 
and with all the appurtenances of ARP in 
his hands. 

Is there not a cartoonist who could do 
justice to the idea? 

H. J. DALE. 

“Devona,” Western Road, Lymington. 
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TWELVE RELIGIONS AND MODERN LIFE 
By HAR DAYAL, M.A.,. Ph.D. 

4 by 63. 2/6 Post Free. 

SOME OPINIONS 


Dr. F. H. HAYWARD, B.Sc., D.Litt: "It is an amazing combination in a small compass of 
learning and level-headed ethical thought... . Admirable little book.” 

ERNEST CARR: "If anxious earnestness of purpose and wide-ranging study were the only 
requisites for a valuable work, this little book would be secure of the title. Within its 
narrow compass, Dr. Har Dayal has summarized much useful information on the history and 
the more humane teachings of the great creeds, from the ancient faith of Zoroaster to 
modern Positivism..... Bold but dubitable assertions are frequent in these pages. Com- 
plex problems are presented as simple issues. Of warfare, we are exhorted to ' abjure and 
renounce it forthwith, even as a teetotaller gives up alcohol '—an emotional appeal that 
overlooks in a false analogy the vital question of the duties of citizenship.” 

—(South Place Ethical Society’s Record.) 

PUBLIC OPINION: "Dr. Dayal gives a concise summary of the main elements in these 
different religions. ... Humanism and its ideals form the keynote of Dr. Dayal’s unusual 
work." 


MODERN CULTURE INSTITUTE, EDGWARE (Middx.). 


Paper. 225 pages. 


THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF CHILDREN UNDER SEVEN YEARS 


Consi_ered from thz -tandpoiat of mo tern psychology 
Price 6d. Published by 


THE INSTITUTE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, 
49, Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. 


WAR AND THE 
CHRISTIAN 


By C. E. RAVEN 
JUST PUBLISHED 


5/- Net 


Professor Raven's book is a vigorous appeal for thought and action. It sets 
out side by side the varying views now held about pacifism by sincere Christians. 
He wants Christians to think together and to work together in the cause of peace. 


If you are a member of the S.C.M. 


RELIGIOUS BOOK CLUB 


You will get this 300k for 2/- 
No Subscription to pay. Write for full particulars to 


S.C.M. PRESS, 58, BLOOMSBURY STREET, W.C.I. 
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12 BOOKS THAT MAY CHANGE YOUR LIFE. 


Today, as never before, intelligent men and women are questioning 
every tradition, belief, custom and convention that their elders have 
handed down to them. 

And well they may. For the world they have inherited, overflowing 
with nature’s abundance and rich in every good thing, is yet so rife with 
discord and poverty that nearly every aspect of it seems to reflect the 
worship of false gods, the acceptance of false creeds. 

Religious teaching, perhaps morethan anything else, has come in for 
questioning and critical examination. The failure of human wisdom to 
bring peace to the world is making more and more men demand to know 
what they can reasonably believe about God, the Person and teaching of 
Christ, moral law and similar matters. 

To meet this demand the Westminster series of books was written. 
Its unique value lies in the way the authors face up to the questioning 
individual. Facts are faced. No difficulty is shirked. The answers given 
are solid and authoritative—yet without bearing the stamp of any narrow 
school of thought. And the problems dealt with are the very ones that are 
pressing so urgently on the consciousness of all thinking men today. 

Readers of PEACE NEWS may obtain this series on the convenient 
terms shown below. 


TITLES. 
Why did Jesus die? —Professor Riddell 
Does God care? —Canon Lindsay Dewar 
Ms it reasonable to believe? —Bishop of Truro 
Do dead men live again?—Archdeacon Storr 
What is Salvation?—Professor Waterhouse 
Why be good? —James Reid 
What shall we say of Christ? —Principal Cave 
Can Christ save Society? —Principal Garvie 
Is Sin our fault?—S. A. MacDowall oe 
What did Jesus teach?—Professor Findlay 
Does Science leave room for God? —Very Rev. R. O. P. Taylor 
What is the Kingdom of God?—Archdeacon Storr 


Subscribers’ Edition. 


ORDER FORM 


To KENNETH MACLENNAN (Publishers) LTD., 75, Piccadilly, Manchester, 


Sirs—Please send me, carriage paid, “THE WESTMINSTER BOOKS” complete 
in Twelve Volumes, bound rich red Cloth £2 8s. Od. for which I agree to pay ia 
terms of Subscription: — 


4i- on delivery and eleven monthly payments of 4f- or 
12}- on delivery and three quarterly payments of 12{- 
(Cash in full on delivery £2 5s. 6d.) 


Name ee c eee eee eee eee CCE EPEC EC UCSC eESOrCeeITerererrrirrTerererer rrr easier ier) 
Address Pode eee eae rac oeRaraneeveFHESe Ferns ne Seoee sees rans ede ae Kesadseonssesaseesoen 


Profession of Occupation. ..cccescanssssnccenerasese® 


Parent's signature 
Fequtred if UNGEr 21 ..cccceeeceeccerensevecentetncoseenues 


P.N.1 Please fill in all particulars asked. 


State if Householder...... 
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ACCOMMODATION 


PPU YOUNG COUPLE required unfurnished 
flat—three rooms and bathroom—near Camden 
Town North London Railway Station or 
Gospel Oak Station. Moderate rent.—Box 85, 
PEACE NEWS, 17 Featherstone Buildings, 
W.C.1. 


EDUCATIONAL 


ESPERANTO.—Beginners’ tive-lesson postal 
course, ls. Exercises corrected by experts. 
-—-British Esperanto Association (Inc.), Dept. 
P.N., 142, High Holborn, London, W.C.1 


PRIVATE TUTOR can accept backward 
boy or youth as boarder, or foreign student 
to learn English—Box 79, PEACE NEWS, 
17 Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


GERMAN PACIFIST, expert linguist, liv- 
ing in South Denmark near beautiful Flens- 
burg Fjord, is willing to take students as 
boarders to learn German, Danish, Swedish, 
French, or Italian. Very reasonable terms. 
Facilities for regular German and Danish 
conversational practice in district. For 
further particulars apply War _ Resisters’ 
International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex, or direct to Dr. Arnold Kalisch. 
“Fredshjem,” Roenshoved§ pr. Rinkenaes, 
Denmark 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON, health prac- 
titioner, osteopath, bonesetter, treats all 
conditions of ill-health by natural methods; 
particularly successful with rerve and diges- 
tive cazes. Consultations by appointment. 
1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 


LETTERS (continued) 
MARTYRDOM 


Frankly, when I first read Mr. Ward’s 
article in your issue of April 30, I found 
myself so much out of sympathy with 
what he said that I wondered whether I 
ought to call myself a pacifist. 


I have no desire to be a martyr, and 
so far from going out to look for darfver, 
T.intend, let me say it deliberately and 
publicly, to avoid danger for myself, my 
family and my friends as far as I can. 
I find it quite difficult enough to be a 
pacifist in my day-to-day life without 
seeking to impose upon myself the 
artificial strains of sought-for martyr- 
dom. Has Mr. Ward read T. S. Eliot’s 
Murder in the Cathedral? “The martyr 
no longer desires anything for himself, 
not even the glory of martyrdom.” 


May I pick out one or two points in 
Mr. Ward’s article which have really 
mystified me? 

1. Pacifists must find danger to react to. 
(Was Dick Sheppard’s pacifism a reaction to 
danger and what will happen when we are 
all pacifists?) 

2. Mr. Ward suggests that danger will 
attract recruits to our ranks. (I believe 
psychologically we all crave a little danger 
but why should we choose to satisfy this par- 
ticular craving?) 


$8. Does Mr. Ward really want to defy the 
law for the sake of defying the law? (If so, 
there is a political party, or perhaps two, 
pis seems to me to be what he is looking 

I do hope there are people in the PPU 
who will agree with me that pacifism 
means submission to. and acceptance of. 
the laws of life rather than an assertive 
determination to shape events and 
people to our own ends, however 
peaceful they may be 

MARGERY MUMFORD. 
Farley Green Farm. Albury, Guildford, 


HISTORY BOOKS 


At the No More War School of Pacifism 
(April 23), a speaker, Miss Marsh, de- 
plored the fact that no history book is 
published for school children which does 
not glorify the victories of war, and the 
suggestion was made that one of our 
literary pacifists should be approached 
to compile a history book suitable for 
putting into the hands of school 
children, a book emphasizing the glories 
of peace and the victories obtained by 
methods other than war, 


Will one of our literary  pacifists 
undertake the compiling of such a book 
or could a group of pacifists. da it? 

(Mrs.) A. VERA LEQNARD. 


76 Eastern Road, Wytde Green, 
Sutton Coldfield. 


ASK YOUR NEWSAGENT 
FOR PEACE NEWS 


fF &; Norton Way North. Letchworth. (Letchworth 
Courtesy, The Star. 885.) 
= 
DIARY OF THE WEEK 
7 (Sat.) SOUTHAMPTON; 2.30 to 5 p.m. and LONDON, N.W.1; 8.15 p.m. Friends’ 


6 to 8 p.m. Coliseum, Portland Terrace, 
Ogle Road: James H. Hudson (chairman), 
George Lansbury, Lord Arnold, Dr. Alfred 
Salter, Canon Stuart Morris, Rev. Henry 
Carter, Rev. W. Bridge, and Mrs. Stone- 
house (Women’s Cooperative Guild); 
Parliamentary Pacifist Group convent:on. 
BEXHILL; 3 p.m. Victoria Halil; John 

Barclay on “The PPU Manifesto”; PPU. 
EALING; 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. friends’ 
Room, 49 Uxbridge Road (opposite Town 
Hall); meet for poster parades; PPU. 
ENFIELD; 3.15 p.m. Baptist Church, Cecil 
Road; Afternoon of Retreat; Rev. A. 
Herbert Gray; FoR. 

EASTBOURNE; 5.45 p.m. 1 Annington 
Road; meet for poster parade; 7.45 p.m. 
Seaside Recreation Ground; ¢.en air 
meeting; PPU. 

NEWTON ABBOT; 7.30 p.m. Market 
Square (if wet in Public Library); 
Spencer Vivian and Wilfred Wellock; 
PPU. 

UXBRIDGE; 8 p.m. Central Hall; open- 
air meeting: PPU speakers; PPU. 

_ LANCASTER; 8 p.m. Jubilee Hall, China 
Street; John S. Hoyland on “ Peace 
through Economic Cooperation”; PPU. 

7&8 (Sat. & Sun.) JORDANS; Old 
Jordan’s Hostel; weekend conference; 
National Council of Civil Liberties; see 
page 9. 

8 (Sun.) SHEFFIELD; 10 a.m. meet LMS 
Station for Grindleford; joint ramble; 
PPU. 

GLASGOW; 11.15 a.m. 100 West Regent 
Street; Rev. J. D. Maclean on “ The Sino- 

Japanese Conflict in relation to Our- 
selves"; Study Circle. 

LANCASTER; 3 p.m. Jubilee Hall, China 
Street; John S. Hoyland on “Christian 
Pacifism”; Lancaster Brotherhood. 

PLYMOUTH; 3 p.m. Swathmore Hall; 
Wilfred Wellock; PPU. ‘ 
PAIGNTON; 7 p.m. The Green; Wilfred 
Wellock; PPU. 

HASTINGS; 8 p.m. Cinema de Luxe; 
Lord Ponsonby, Canon Stuart Morris and 
John Barclay (chairman); PPU. 

8-15 (Sun.-Sun.) BISHOP’S STORTFORD; 
Wesley Hall, South Street; Peace Exhibi- 
tion; Peace Council. 

9 (Mon.) BISHOPS’ STORTFORD; 2.15 p.m. 
Regent Cinema; film programme includ- 
ing Things to Come, LNU. 
BIRM!NGHAM; 7.45 p.m. Baptist Church, 
Bristol Road South, Northfield; “ Will Re- 
armament bring Peace? ”; Dr. Dunkerley, 
Cr. Bradbeer, and Sidney Conbeer (chair- 
man); PPU. 

BISHOP’S STORTFORD; 8 p.m. Wesley 
Hall, South Stret? Ben Tillett, Alderman 
A. E. Stubbs, and W. J. Hayter (chair- 
man); Trade Unions. 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES; 8 p.m 3 River 
Terrace; inaugural meting; John Barclay; 
PPU, 

OLDBURY; 8 p.m. Langley Institute: Rev. 
L. Artingstall, Sydney Conbell, and Alder- 
man B. T. Robbins (chairman); PPU. 

10 (Tues.) NOTTINGHAM; 12.45 p.m. Co- 
operative Cafe; monthly PPU lunch. 
LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20) p.m. Friends’ 
House, Euston Road; Canon Stuart 
Morris on “The Work before the PPU ”; 
Peace Committee of London Friends. 
BISHOP’S STORTFORD; 3 p.m. Phoenix 
Cinema; public meeting for women; Miss 
Picton TurberviHH and Mrs. A. G. Knott 
(chairman); Peace Council. 
BLACKHEATH; 8 p.m. All Saints’ Parish 
Hall, Tranquil Vale; Joseph Reeves; PPU. 
WEST NORWOOD; 8 p.m. St. Luke’s 
Church Hall; Inspector Price (Metropoli- 
tan Police) on» “Safety First for the 
Pedestrian”; PPU. 


House, Euston Road; Gerald K. Hibbert, 
Helen Byles Ford, Maurice Rowntree and 
George B. Jeflery (chairman) on “The 
Quaker Way of Peace”, Society of 
Friends. 

~SYDENHAM; 8.15 p.m. All Saints’ Hall, 
Trewsbury Road; Inter-Church Confer- 
ence on “The Church and Peace”; Rev. 
Kenneth Budd and Rev. C. W. Harrington; 
FoR. 

il (Wed.) BISHOP’S STORTFORD; 6.30 p.m. 
Wesley Hall; meeting for children: Miss 
Marie Noll (Austria) and Miss R. N. 
Pearse; entertainment by Royden Players 
Peace Council. 

GRANTHAM; 7.30 p.m. Methodist School- 
room, Commercial Road; oublic meeting; 
PPU. 

EALING BROADWAY; 8 p.m. Methodist 
Hall, Windsor Road; Canon Stuart Morris, 
Nigel Spottiswoode, & John Barclay; PPU. 
HOUNSLOW; 8 p.m. Alexandra Schools; 
Rev. Reginald Sorensen on “* Pacifism in 
Politics”; Miss S. Morrison on “ The 
Woman's Viewpoint”; Cr. D. J. Thomas 
(chairman); PPU. 


KENSINGTON; 8.15 p.m. Town Hall; 
bebate, “Disarmament or Collective 
Security"; Professor C. E. M. Joad, 


Geoftrey le M. Mander, and Miss Rose 
Macaulay (chairman); PPU and LNU. 


12 (Thurs.) BISHOP’S STORTFORD; 8 p.m. 

Water Lane Institute; T. Kennedy, Miss 
Muspratt, Rev. C. L. Artingstall, & Dr. 
Allan Ferguson (chairman); Peace 
Councit 
HAYWARDS HEATH; 8 p.m. Perrymount 
Library; Frank Hancock’s farewell talk; 
PPU 
LEICESTER; 8 p.m. Bishop Street Church, 
Town Hall Square; Canon Stuart Morris 
and Rev. Henry Carter; Christian Pacifist 
Fellowship and PPU. 
WANDSWORTH; 8.15 p.m. Friends’ 
Meeting House, 59 High Street; Major 
Thompson on “ Social Credit and World 
Peace”; PPU. 

13 (Fri.) BISHOP’S STORTFOR:; 8 p.m. 

Water Lane Institute; three one-act plays; 
Peace Council. 
WORTHING; 8 p.m. Mitchell’s Arcade 
Cate; Dr. D. A. Crow and Mr. Kenneth 
Wray “The Policy and Philosopiy of the 
PPU with special relation to ARP and 
the PPU Manifesto”; PPU. 


14 (Sat.) ROMFORD; The Market; 
stall; PPU. 
NORWICH; 2.30 p.m. St. Andrew's Hall; 
delegate peace convention; George Lans- 
bury, Lord Ponsonby, Mary Gamble, 
James Hudson, Dr. Alex Wood, Dr. Salter, 
Lord Sanderson, and Wilfred Wellock, 
Parliamentary Pacifist Group. 
EDMONTON; 4 p.m. Independent Church; 
meet for poster parade;. PPU. 
BISHOP'S STORTFORD; 4.15 p.m. The 
Causeway; open-air meeting; Canon C. 
E. Raven; Peace Council. 
EDMONTON; 8 p.m. Central Hall, Fore 
Street, Bertrand Russell; PPU. 
HASTINGS; 8 p.m. St. Clement's Hall; 
play, Tarakand; Hastings Pax Players; 
short address by Rev. Newton: Holden. 
ILFORD; 8 p.m. Parish Hali, Baxter Road, 
Uphall Road; two peace plays Black ’EIl 
and The Pen jis Mightier; short address 
by Roy Walker; St. Luke’s Church. 


15 (Sun.) ECCLES CROSS; 8 p.m. Broadway 
Cinema; Miss_Ruth Fry, James H. Hudson, 
Rev. Stanley Mossop,: and Principal 
George Sutherland (chairman); PPU. 
SHEFFIELD; 8.15 pm. City Hall; 
Bertrand Russell, and H. G. McGhee 
(chairman); PPU. 
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ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


- ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c. from 3 to 100 

guineas. Battley Brothers Ltd.. Printers and 

Publishers, The Queensgate Press. Clapham 

Park. S.W.4. 

ot EN 
LECTURES. 


THE FUTILITY AND SUICIDAL POLICY 
OF WAR; the above address given by Captain 
Butcher, 75 Lexham Gardens, Kensington. 
Anytime, anywhere, without fee or expenses. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 
(London Union). A Fellowship Hour, for 
communion with God and each other, led 
by Rev. Alan Balding. is held the third 
Monday in each month, from 6 to 7 p.m. at 
17 Red Lion Square, W.C.1.. The leader on 
May 16 will be Rev, Leslie Artingstall, B.A. 


POLITICAL 

PACIFISTS who want political action 
should join the People’s Peace Front. Pac- 
ticulars from Secretary, 17 Featherstone 


Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


SERVICES 


AS PLANNED BY DICK SHEPPARD 
Celebrations of the Holy Communion 
take place in the Crypt of St. Paul’s 
every Wednesday at 745 a.m., when 
prayers are offered for the renunciation 
of war and tor those engaged in the 
peace movement 


SITUATIONS 


Vacant 


WORTHING. Pacifist Cook wanted, Write 
Box 82, PEACL NEWS, 17 Featherstone 
Buildings, W.C.1 


Wanted 


AIRCRAFT DRAUGHTSMAN, 24, intelli- 
gent, athletic, healthy, seeks employment on 
ccmmunal farm or similar institution. Willing 
to try almost anything, and, if necessary, live 
on bare- necessities. Box 80. PEACE NEWS, 
17 Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


EXPERIENCED SECRETARY -S.T.—fluent 
French, knowledge Spanish, Italian. German, 
15 vears experience London and Paris. mem- 
ber PPU urgently seeks post. Excelient 
reference.—Box 83, PEACE NEWS, 17 
Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


GENTLEWOMAN requires responsible 
secretarial post in London. Aged 214. Trained 
Miss Wilkinsons, Manchester—24 years’ ex- 
perience. Preferably pacifist. socialist or 
literary organization.—Box 84, PEACE NEWS. 
17 Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


TYPEWRITING 

TYPING FOR “PEACE.” Jean's Typing 
and Dupl.cating Office are waiting for any 
jobs ycu may have—large or small. Speed, 
efficiency, and low charges. Phone Bishops- 
gate 3309; 7 Broad Street Station, Liverpool 
Street, E.C.2 


WHERE TO STAY 


BOSCOMBE, Bournemouth. Homely but 
refined bed and breakfast or board residence. 
Terms moderate for all seasons. “ Axon 
House,” 26, Ropley Road. 

COME TO BOSCASTLE for peaceful 
holidays; nature unadorned. Small furnished 
house to rent—Write J. Stoney, Boscastte, 
Cornwall 


COTSWOLDS for early holidays. Sunny 
position in the “ Valley of Peace.” Altitude 


60Utt. Attractive “food reform” fare. Log 
fires, Constant hot water. Own car.—Taruf 
from Proprietors, A. C. and E. Rogers, 


“Fortune’s Well,” Sheepscombd, near Stroud, 
Glos ‘Phone: Painswick 2386. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food 
Retorm Guest House. Alt. 600ft For happy 
holiday or restful recuperation. increased 
accommodation. Central heating throughout; 
h. and c. water in all bedrooms. Central 
for conferences.—A. & K. S_ Ludlow, The 


Briars, Crich, near Matlock Telephone 
Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate (L.MS.). 
DOWNTON, WILTSHIRE The Misses 


Philpott, Country Guest House, The Borough, 
Downton, Wiltshire. A roomy house on the 
banks of the River Avon, standing’ in a 
pleasant garden. Terms moderate. 


NEW FOREST The Guest House, Godshill, 


Fordingbridge, Hants. Beautiful country. 
Riding, tennis. river bathing. Vegetarians 
welcome. 


Copy for the Diary and 
Classified Advertisements 


should reach 


17 FEATHERSTONE BUILDINGS, 


not later than first post on 


TUESDAY 


May 7, 1938 


PARS for the 
FLATEFGR 


The Test for Rearmament 


HESE two paragraphs come frcm the 
Bishop of London’s Diocesan Letter 


for April: 


No-one can ex- 
pect a perfect 
equality in the 
human lot, but 


surely the great 
inequality between 
the very rich 
and the very 
poor wants 
remedying; most 


of us are con- 
vinced that for the 
moment, as a 
nation, we must 
rearm; but that 
cught not to blind 
us to the wicked- 


I don’t know of 
any better test of 


any action in 
any emergency 
than testing the 


question of one- 
self—“What would 
Jesus do, if he 
were in my place?” 
That is the stan- 
dard by which we 
shall be judged, 
making all allow- 
ance for our differ- 
ent circumstances. 
Then let that be 


ness and stupidity the standard by 
and waste of WAR. which we act now. 


Brothers Under the Skin 


BEARING in mind Mr. Chamberlain’s 

recent boast of the “terrifying ’ 
power of Britain’s arms, the following 
words of Herr Hess (Hitler’s deputy), in 
Vienna on April 7, seem to provide more 
evidence that the methods of the British 
and German Governments are not very 
different: 

The Powers who denied Austria her right 
of self-determination would, it was said, 
march into Austria to protect her so-called 
sovereignty. This was Jewish bluff. They 
did not do so because they were afraid of our 
tanks, guns and aircraft 

Indeed, there are other States which now 
fear that we may march into their territory. 


Having It Both Ways 


EN the second of a series of articles on 
* the Mediterranean, a News Chronicle 
Special Correspondent wrote on April 
20:3 

A, British official 
told me the reason 
why Cyprus remained 
Gefenceless was the 


Aggression can 
only be met with 
aggression. The 
presence of a strong 


"a navy «nd air force 
fear lest a decision jy, the Mediter- 
to defend it should ranean is the sole 


provoke Mussolini to 
fortify another island. 


Back to the Cave 


guarantee of survival 
in those waters. 


W:* are confronted today with the 
supremely ridiculous spectacle of a 
presumably sane generation, which, having 
been presented through the well-intentioned 
action of its scientists with a new and fas- 
cmating toy and that toy having admittedly 
got out of control, is seriously contemplating 
a return to a troglodyte existence in which 
our habitations will no longer be open to the 
free winds of heaven. 

—Professor J. Husband, President, at the 
annual dinner of the Institute of Structural 
Engineers. 


Where the Money 
Goes 


AN analysis of the budget by Cecil H. 

Wilson, MP, showing the increasing 
proportion of every £1 of expenditure 
that is devoted to war purposes, as com- 
pared with home needs, appeared in 
PEACE NEWS last week. 

In the following figures Cecil Wilson 
shows the various items and proportions 
of each £1 spent which come under the 
two headings: 

Expenditure Due to War 


s. d. 

Debt Services, including 

amounts under Defence 
Loans Act, 1937 ae TOs 
War Pensions ° es 10 
Navy ea se we 110 
Army Re + «- 110 
Air Force os ee ae 
Miscellaneous Charges eo’ 2 


Expenditure Due to Home Needs 
Education AA A tl 4 
Old Age Pensions, Widows, 
Orphans, and Old Age Con- 
tributory Pensions «. ol] 
Contributions to Local 
Revenue ea Re 
Unemployment Insurance ., 1 
Housing and Roads “4. 
Customs and Excise and 
Inland Revenue ae 
Police (including Pensions) 
Industry (including Agricul- 
ture, Forestry, &c.) ~~ 
Health a ee ~ 
Northern Ireland Services.. 
Miscellaneous charges oe 


Cy 


oan 


conn eS mb 


7:10 


ws £1 0 0 
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Already there has been a response to 
the suggestion in PEACE NEWS that 
readers should draw up a specimen 
pacifist budget. Have you sent yours? 


} 


PEACE NEWS 


ae R 
BRAM Under Corstrictio 


Showing proposed UndergrounD extensions 
to Rome-Berlin axis. 


(Courtesy, “ Reynolds's News."} 


“No Peace by War” 


— CHURCil LEADER 


SPEAKING at the general assembly of 

the Presbyterian Church of Eng- 
land on Monday, the Rev. James Fraser, 
the new Moderator, said that he held no 
faith that peace could be made by war. 


He was not prepared to sit down to 
a policy that had in it somewhere the 
willingness to set thousands of the 
finest young men of Europe to destroy 
each other in a hell of agony and 
waste, and by the same act declare the 

. failure of Christ and His teachings. 


The lasting answer, in the rivalry with 
the dictator countries, he said, was not 
by competition in armaments, but by 
showing the high level of social cultural 
economic society that our Christian 
ideals and society could produce. 


ANGLC-FRENCH 
ALLIANCE 


Results of the Talks 


OLLOWING is the official statement 
issued at the conclusion of the 
Angio-French conversations last week: 


During their stay in London M. Daladier 
and M. Georges Bonnet had a number of con- 
versations with the Prime Minister, the Sec- 
retary of State for Foreign Affairs, and other 
British Ministers, in the course of which they 
discussed, in the spirit of mutual confidence 
which inspires the relations between the two 
countries, the principal questions which at 
the present time affect the maintenance of 
peace. 

ITALY 

The French ani British Ministers reviewed 
the results of the recent conversations be- 
tween the Italian Foreign Ministers and his 
Majesty's Ambassador at Rome, embcdied in 
the agreement as_ published. The French 
Ministers welcomed this contribution to Euro- 
pean appeasement. The British Ministers, for 
their part. expressed the hope that the con- 
versations which the French Government have 
opened with the Italian Government will lead 
to equally satisfactory results. 


SPAIN 


The French and British Ministers were of 
opinion that the appeasement in the Mediter- 
ranean which woul!d result from these agree- 
ments would contribute to the entry into force 
of the resolution of November 4. 1937, for the 
withdrawal of foreign participants in the civil 
war in Spain, and would facilitate the con- 
clusion of agreements for the withdrawal of 
war material. 


CENTRAL EUROPE 


They devoted close attention to the situa- 
tion in Central Europe, and found themselves 
in genera] agreement on the action that might 
most usefully be taken to find the basis of a 
peaceful and equitable settlement of problems 
arising in that area. 


LEAGUE COUNCIL 


They also touched on certain questions re- 
lating to the situation in the Far East, and took 
the opportunity to discuss certain questions 
which appeared on the agenda of the forth- 
coming meeting of the Cauncil of the Lcague 
of Nations. 


MILITARY CONTACTS 


The two Governments decided to continue, 
as might be necessary, the contacts between 
their General Staffs established under the 
Arrangements reached in London on March 
19, 1936. 


“COMMUNITY OF INTERESTS” 


As a result of the very frank and full dis- 
cussions which took place, it was once again 
recognized that France and Great Britain are 
bound together by a close community of in- 
terests, and the French and British Ministers 
agreed that it was therefore of the highest 
importance in present circumstances that the 
two Governments should continue and de- 
velop the policy of consultation and collabor- 
ation in the defence, not only of their common 
interests, but also,of those ideals of.national 
and international life which unite the two 
countries. 


(Leading article, page eight.) 
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PARLIAMENTARY NOES 


By Our Lobby 
Corresvondent 


N 1931 the Labour Government was 

housded out of office, said Mr. Pethick- 

Lawrence, because of an unbalanced 
budget. The deficit then was about a 
million a week. By this budget the 
national exchequer will be overspending 
at the rate of more than two million a 
week. 


A further interesting sign of what the 
National Government affects to regard 
as insolvency was adduced in connexion 
with the figures of our foreign trade. 


In 1913, said Mr. Pethick-Lawrence, 
visible exports paid for imports to the 
extent of 82 percent of their value. Be- 
cause in 1931 this percentage fell to 71, 
the Conservatives and Liberals of those 
days described the “adverse” trade 
balance as a shocking example of the 
Lahour Government’s bankrupt policy. 


What then must we now say of a 
national policy of armaments which is 
accompanied by an adverse trade 
balance where visible exports pay only 
for 58 percent of the imports? 


oa cs 


Pacifists should not be slow to realize 
the value of these facts. They indicate, 
according .> the accepted standards of 
the National Government when it 
criticizes its opponents, how hopeless its 
own financial economic position has be- 
come as a result of its expenditure on 
armaments. 


What is happening today, said Mr. 
Pethick-Lawrence, is that financial and 


economic methods which the present _ 


supporters of the Government declined 
to apply when it was a question of build- 
ing up a healthy people, on the ground 
that such methcds were unorthodox, are 
now devoted to the apparatus of destruc- 
tion which may well bring civilization 
to an end. 


The opposition spokesman commented 
on the sparse attendance and the listless 
faces of those who heard the budget. 
This was an unheard of experience. The 
Times said “no budget speech in recent 
time had bee: received with less 
enthusiasm.” 


I may add that the budget debate had 
not got through its first day before Mr. 
Mander called twice for a count on the 
ground that not forty members were 
present. 


After all, asked Mr. Lawrence, if we 
are to have a war, what did it matter 
whether there is an extra 6d. on 
inccme tax or an extra hundred 
million on the debt? 


No wonder members were listless! 
The real issue was between peace and 
war. Beside that, the details of the 
budget were of comparative insignifi- 
cance. 


oe * ak 


In a moving passage, Mr. Pethick- 
Lawrence exclaimed, as he pointed at 
the Government: You say you are out 
for appeasement: and reconciliation. 
What evidence is there of this, he asked. 


Indeed, he needed to ask it. The 
Government advances not a single 
step on the road M. 
recommended to them. 


The pacts and settlements of the 
Government tempted Mr. Pethick- 
Lawrence to demand: What form will 
your appeasement take when there are 


van Zeeland 


no more weak nations to fling to the 
wolves? 

This was fair criticism. There is little 
of justice in the Anglo-Italian Pact, but 
much of imperialist accommodation by 
the sacrifice of weaker peoples. 


Mr. Pethick-Lawrence, however, could 
not sustain a really fine effort to the end. 
He closed instead with the usual party 
fustian about collective security, the 
swastika in Central Europe and Italian 
guns on the shores of the Mediterranean. 


Mr. Pethick-Lawrence might at least 
have accepted as much the Italian as 
the British right te have guns on the 
Mediterranean. One could understand 
him had he objected to guns ci any 
description. But he was not ready for 
that. 


* a te 


In 1931, said Mr. Hugh Dalton, there 
was an emphatic superiority of arms in 
this and other countries of the League, 
so that none then dared to adopt the 
truculent policy with which we are now 
familiar. 


In that statement the speaker revealed 
how completely he mistrusted the pro- 
cesses of conciliation pursued by his old 
chief, Arthur Henderson, Foreign 
Secretary. Mr. Dalton believes in the 
big fist and nothing else. 


In 1931, he continued, the nation had 
a position of great moral and material 
strength. 


Has Mr. Dalton forgotten that what- 
ever moral strength we then possessed 
was associated in the minds cf the 
peoples of the world with Mr. Hender- 
son’s determined efforts to divest the 
world of its military accoutrement? 


Both in 1924 and again in 1929-31 the 
Labour Government reduced armaments 
and was proud of it. The moral strength 
of the nation was increased thereby. 


But that is beyond the power of Mr. 
Dalton to understand. He has become 
the leading fugleman of the war makers. 


“INTERVENTION MADE 


LEGAL” 


In the Anglo-Italian Agreement the 
British Government has legitimized 
Italian intervention in Spain. 

This was .the substance of a protest 
contained in a Note handed to the 
Foreign Office by the Spanish Ambas- 
sador in London on Friday last. 


NO ELECTION IN 1938 ? 


“JT think you may take it as probable 
that short of some major disturbance or 
of some great alterations in national 
affairs we are not likely to have a 
general election during the present 
year,” said the Solicitor-General, Sir 
Terance O’Connor, in Nottingham last 
Friday. 


The approach of summer lends topi- 
cality to the spring number of Over the 
Hills, the magazine of the Holiday Fel- 
lowship, which has just been published. 
This issue includes an article on “World 
Loyalty” by Leslie J. Belton; a report 
on the annual meeting of the Fellow- 
ship; “The Dream-Man,” by Matthew 
Weir; a useful article on “A Cheap Holi- 
day.” and an interesting story about 
“The Dolomites,” by David N. Tait. 


From GEORGE LANSBURY 


people passed. 


libraries." 


LONDON : 


THOSE STRANGE YEARS 
By Theodora Wilson Wilson 


A novel for those who remember and those who don't. 
Popular Edition 2/6 


“*Those Strange Years‘ is written by one who knows from first-hand knowledge what life 
was like in Britain during the days of the ‘Great War.’ 
shows clearly the mental, moral and material struggles through which masses of young 


“Now that we are once again in the midst of a crisis which may plunge us all into an 
even greater Inferno of Unreason, it is important that those who will be brought face to 
face with the same age-long problems of Right and Wrong, should be able to read a 
clear straight-forward story of recent struggles, and learn that life is not just a game of 
chance, but is given us for service of God through co-operation in service of one another. 
“| hope the book will get into the hands of thousands of young people and in all 


THE C. W. DANIEL COMPANY LTD. 
Forty Great Russell Street, W.C. 


She has written a picture which 
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THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE TO WAR POLICY, 


People Flock to 
Hear What 
It Is 


Some of the latest efforts in the nation- 
wide campaign to present a construc- 
tive alternative to the method of war, 
and the interest which is being 
awakened, are shown in the following 
reports from correspondents in widely 
sepurated parts of the country. 


“GL.” SHOWS THE 
WAY 


éé"THE Alternative to War” was the 

title of what must have been one 
of the first pacifist public meetings in 
Stepney. 

It was held in the East End Mission, 
Commercial Road, and the speakers were 
George Lansbury (“Uncle George” as 
he is familiarly and affectionately called 
in the East End). and Father Andrew 
of Plaistow. The chair was taken by 
the Rev. Percy Ineson, superintendent 
of the Mission. 

Father Andrew gave a personal and 
deeply spiritual witness in simple, 
straightforward language to the 
Christian basis of his pacifism, after 
which the audience was ready for the 
world-wide implication that followed. 

George Lansbury, thoroughly at home 
with East-Enders, pleaded for coopera- 
tion between nations instead of com- 
petition, for understanding and a will- 
ingness to share in place of suspicion 
and greed. 

He had faith to believe that the 
British people could show the way to 
peace and give the world a lead if they 


would take the way of reconciliation. 

The meeting was first dreamt of by a few 
isolated pacifists in Bow and Stepney who 
met together to pool their very inadequate re- 
sources and ideas. When they sz 7 400 people 
crowding into the hall and listening, not only 
with attention but with enthusiasm to the 
pacifist message, they felt it was just too good 
to be true. 

Thirty people signed their names as want- 
ing to know more. Some have already been 
visited and another smaller meeting eis ar- 
ranged, out of which it is hoped groups of 
the Peace Pledge Union and the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation will be formed. 


CRITICS LISTENED 

The preparation for the meeting was 
certainly as thorough as those responsi- 
ble could make it and included a poster 
parade (when twenty copies of PEACE 
NEWS were sold by one enthusiast in 
the course of two hours—a record for 
Stepney!), announcements from the pul- 
pits of many churches, and the use of 
leaflets, posters, &c. 


The Friends’ Meeting House at Keighley, 
Yorkshire, was filled to capacity on Wednes- 
day of last week for a public meeting ad- 
. dressed by Stuart Morris, who, despite a 
severe cold, was in great form, speaking for 
forty minutes on constructive peace and the 
PPU Manifesto. 

One member of the audience, a prominent 
member of the local ILP, was so impressed 
that he asked for the speech to be published 
in pamphlet form and issued to every house 
in the country. 

Crivics of the PPU were specially invited 
and many turned up. Owing to the speaker’s 
having to catch a train to London, only half- 
an-hour was left for questions, but these were 
taithfully dealt with. 

The group is greatly encouraged by this 
meeting and feels some good seed was sown. 

For over a fortnight before the meeting a 
large poster was fixed to the back of a car 
owned by a group member. The car was out 
every day and parked at prominent places. 

On two nights before the meeting a large 
sandwich board was also fixed to the top of 
the car, one side advertising the meeting, the 
other PEACE NEWS. It was noticed that 
the car attracted unusual attention. Twenty- 
four copies of PEACE NEWS were sold at 
the meeting. 


CANDIFF PREP..RES 


Great preparation is being made for the 
meeting in the Cory Hall, Cardiff, on May 24, 
when the speakers will be Bertrand Russell 
and i..ary Gamble. 

A hundred window-bills are being dis- 
played in connexion with this meeting, in 
addition to 2,000 handbills. 

On Saturday last ‘five PPU members sold 
PEACE NEWS in the street. Two of these 
“covered” the Plaza Cinema where an anti- 
war film was featured. House-to-house dis- 
tribution of 40,000 handbills has already been 


Smarter and lecturers at the successful pacifist weekend school, arranged by the 

No More War Movement, and supported by members of the Peace Pledge 

Union and other bodies, which was held at Handsworth College, Birmingham. Copies 

of the photograph, size éins. by 4ins., can be had from the photographer, Ernest H. 

Fletcher, 59, Bushmore Road, Hall Green, Birmingham, or from Sydney Conbeer, 
113 Summerfield Crescent, Birmingham, 16. 


commenced. 

At a social to be held in the Friends’ Meet- 
ing House, Charles Street, Cardiff today, any- 
one interested in the movement will be 
welcome. - 

A regional committee meeting was held in 
Cardiff on Monday to plan further activities, 
notice of which will be given later. 


May Day 


WAS IT A LOST 
OPPORTUNITY ? 


By a PEACE NEWS Reporter 


One green and gold banner bearing the 
words “Peace Pledge Union, Kentish 
Town Group,” was carried in the pro- 
cession that marched from St. Pancras 
to Hyde Park; 

Two poster banners: “ Pacifism is Real 
Revolution ” and “ War and Socialism 
Won't Mix,” were carried in the pro- 
cession that marched from the Em- 
bankment. 

THIS was the total activity of the 

Peace Pledge Union on a day when 

Hyde Park holds hundreds of thousands 

of people, the politically-minded and 

active members of the working-class 
movement. 

A handful of people managed to dis- 
tribute over a thousand copies of the 
manifesto and to sell forty copies of 
PEACE NEWS. 


Several times along te route through 
the crowded streets ‘there were exclama- 
tions of interest when our banner was seen, 
and as it was carried through the gates of 
Hyde Park those who followed it heard 
Dick Sheppard's name mentioned many 
times. 

This small measure of activity was due to 
the initiative of the West Wickham group, 
who gathered 24 people, representing a num- 
ber of groups, outside Headquarters, and the 
group leader in Kentish Town who rallied 
his members to march behind a hastily de- 
signed banner. 

What these few could do, they did. Why 
was this opportunity lost? The streets were 
lined with people watching the march. Leaf- 
lets of every sort could have been distributed. 

a % # 

The Peace Pledge Unicn Lad its own May 
Day celebration at Southampton when the 
pacifist convention to be held there today 
was publicized. An open-air meeting was 
held on the Common in rivalry to an am- 
bitious United Front demonstration on the 
adjoining pitch, but the added number of 
politically and reform-minded people about 
helped the PPU effort. 

Mr. G. D. Piper, Richmond, addressed the 
crowd for half in hour and then faced an 
hour and a half of questioning and put the 
case for constructive pacifism over in con- 
vincing style. Other speakers were Miss 
Peggy Pope, Twickenham, and Mr. C. W. 
Hope Gill, Hampshire Regional Secretary. 

About ten members from London groups 
helped Southampton and-Alton members With 
the distribution of the PPU Manifesto and 
selling of PEACE NEWS. A thousand copies 
of the Manifesto were distributed among the 
May Day throng. 

a * * 

Cardiff PPU groups were well represented 
in the May Day Demonstration held in 
Cardiff. Several members joined the pro- 
cession wearing sandwich-boards with peace 
slogans. FPsamphlets were distributed to the 
crowds, 


Flaw in Premier’ s 
*‘Peace’’ Policy 


By a PEACE NEWS Reporter 


S THE policy of pacifists is often con- 

fused, to our mutual embarrass- 
ment, with that of Mr. Neville Chamber- 
lain,” said Miss Elizabeth Thorneycroft, 
one of the newly-elected Sponsors of the 
Peace Pledge Union, at Friends’ House, 
London, on Tuesday. 


She was giving the first of four lunch- 
hour addresses on “The Work Before 
the Peace Pledge Union,” and spoke 
chiefly on the colonial question. 


Mr. Chamberlain’s policy was in one 
sense, she admitted, a policy of concilia- 
tion, and it was an excellent thing to 
agree with one’s enemies. 


DIPLOMACY BACKED 
BY GUNS 


But this country, while it was trying 
to agree with its enemies, was. also 
carrying out the very policy which the 
speaker would advise if she were intend- 
ing to provoke international war. 


We were like a man who went to a 
business conference to gain his point 
by all the usual formulas, but who 
carried in his pocket a loaded 
automatic. 


We put ourselves in that position by 
our arms programme, by our clinging to 
colonies, and by our tariff policy. 


On colonial policy, Miss Thorneycroft 
said that the time had come to recognize 
that if one country was going to govern 
another, the duty and interest of the 
governing country were bound to 
conflict. 


It might be true that we were trustees 
for the welfare of backward countries, 
but if that were so we should abide by 
the cardinal rule for trustees—to take 
no benefit for oneself. 


Published from Editorial and Publishing Offices, 


W.C.1, by “Peace News” Ltd 


EACE NEWS 


SUGARING THE 
PILL 


The Insect Play. Playhouse. 


IT has been said on reliable authority 
* that when The Insect Play was first 
produced in Czechoslovakia peasants 
went without their meals in order to go 
and see it. It is doubtful whether this 
will happen in England. 

The play is essentrally allegorical, and 
so requires considerably more attention 
and alertness than is usually found in 
the relaxing atmosphere of the local 
cinema. 

Clothing social criticism in topical 
apparel has always been a_ favourite 
dodge of propagandists. The success of 
this method of sugaring the pill depends 
on making the sugar sufficiently attrac- 
tive to hold the attention of the 
audience, but not so thick as to obscure 
the pill. 


INSECTS AND THE 
BOX OFFICE 


The brothers Kapek chose for their 
metaphor a medium which would be 
understood by all nations, but it must be 
admitted that insects can hardly be ex- 
pected to have the same _ box-office 
appeal as the Goldwyn girls; perhaps the 
Czechs are more entomologically con- 
scious than the English. 

The criticism and philosophy pre- 
sented in the play is of a type which is 
familiar to all who have seen the earlier 
plays of Noel Coward and Bernard 
Shaw. Though, to do the Kapek 
brothers justice, there is more in their 
play than adolescent cynicism, if one is 
prepared to scratch beneath the surface. 
Like most social propaganda, the play 
has not aged too well, much of the 
criticism being by now a little stale. 
This is accentuated by the fact that 
there are no characters, except, perhaps, 
the observer, the parts all representing 
types rather than individuals. 


PRODUCTION PROBLEMS 
SOLVED 


The Insect Play presents some ex- 
tremely difficult problems of production, 
most of which have been quite 
brilliantly solved by Miss Nancy Price. 

A play with so many parts is liable 
to suffer from ineffectiveness and lack 
of cohesion on the part of the smaller 
characters, yet in the present production 
each character has been given its proper 
place, and none suffers from incapable 
acting. 

Everyone who can manage to should 
see the play now, or they may have to 
wait till after the next war. 


NIGEL SPOTTISWOODE. 


WIGAN PEACE WEEK 


The Mayor, Town Clerk, members of 
the Council, representatives of the 
Anglican and Free Churches, the Salva- 
tion Army, and various peace organiza- 
tions combined in a mass meeting at the 
opening of Wigan peace week on 
Sunday. 


Unless military and aggressively 
patriotic education is abolished, we can 
hope for no progress.—Albert Einstein— 
The World as I see it. 
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